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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE.
This is the first opportunity I have had since the AGM to address all the Wags and to thank them
for the honour of electing me as President of The Water Wags to follow in the footprints of Dr.
Alf Delany and Seymour Cresswell before him.
2007 was a season that started with great enthusiasm, and good turn-outs for the Wag Club races.
However the weather was unkind to us, and we lost many Wednesday evening races due to
inclement weather. Our Class captain Geoff Sarratt used all his skill and intuition to ensure that
almost all races which had been postponed were rescheduled.
I welcome to the fleet Miranda and Charles Hackett, who sailed ‘Marcia’ and grew in skill as the
year progressed. I also welcome young Thomas Hackett who arrived soon after the last race of the
season. Congratulations to Miranda and Charles for bring down the average age of Water Wag
club members!
We did not launch any new transom Water Wags this year, but, we launched Hal Sisks ‘Twist’, a
double ender with a difference. Two orders have been placed for new boats, numbers 43 for Dr.
John Corcoran and his sister Bairbre Stewart with John Jones in Wales, and 44 with Jimmie Furey
in Roscommon who built both ‘Polly’ and the beautiful ‘Mollie II’. I also understand that No. 21,
a boat which is close to my heart, is to be actively campaigned in 2008.
We were lucky to have a strong team of OOD’s the 2007 season. Tom and Jennifer Hudson, who
in addition to the harbour courses, laid imaginative courses involving mark roundings both inside
and outside the harbour. One interesting feature of the racing was the return of ‘Little Tern’ under
the control of Johnny Ross Murphy. Before he took his sabbatical, he dominated the fleet with
regular first places. The standard throughout the fleet has risen over the past few years, and all the
races in which ‘Little Tern’ competed in 2007, she failed to win any. This is a healthy indication
of the rise in standard of boat tuning, preparation and seamanship throughout the fleet.
In addition to Club races, The Royal Alfred Yacht Club Centenary event on Bloomsday, and The
Volvo Dun Laogahire Regatta in July were high points of the year in Dun Laoghaire.
In compensation for the poor weather earlier in the year, our fresh-water trips at the end of the
season to Upper Lough Erne, and Lough Boderg were well supported were most enjoyable.
Wags also competed in the Waterways Ireland Classic Boat Regatta at Lough Ree in September.
Despite this high level of Wag activity in Dun Laoghaire, The Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company
is intent on destroying their inheritance, and terminating Water Wag racing within harbour, with
their plans for a new marina between the east pier lighthouse, and the Ferry Pier. This is very bad
news for the Wags and for any other sailing activities within the Harbour. These plans must be
resisted or amended.
I wish you good sailing for 2008, the 121st. year of Wag racing.
George Henry
President
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THE WATER WAG CLUB PRIZE WINNERS 2007
BOAT

No.

PRIZE

WINNER

Ethna

1

Sri Lanka Mug

Suzie and Mandy Nolan

Mollie II

41

Candlelight Trophy

Con and Cathy Murphy

Eros

O8

Firefly Cup

Gail Varian and Julie Delany

Sprite

10

1500 centenary medal

Rupert and Sue Westrup

Alfa

12

Snuff Box

Michael and Jenny Donoghoe

Moosmie

15

George. A. Newsome Memorial

David and Sally McFarlane

15

Sprite Tankard

David and Sally McFarlane

15

Middleton Howitzer / History of
Americas Cup

David and Sally Mc Farlane

15

Len Hayes Trophy/ 85 anniversary
Trophy

David and Sally Mc Farlane

17

Phyllis Cup

Seymour Cresswell and Gillian Mahony

17

G.H. Jones Cup aka Pavilion Garden Cup

Seymore Cresswell and Gillian Mahony

Good Hope

18

Meldon Cup

Hal Sisk

Shindilla

19

Hilpotsteiner Tankard

Philip Mahony and Geoff Davys.

Gavotte

24

Titanic Trophy

Frank Guy and Owen McNally

24

Madras Trophy

Frank Guy and Owen McNally

24

100th. Anniversary flag

Frank Guy and Owen McNally

Nandor
Polly

26
31

17/14 Picture
Commemoration Trophy

Brian McBride and Stuart McBean
Geoff Sarratt And Niamh Smyth

Eva
Swift

33
38

Coffee Jug
J.H Stephens Tankard

Chris Connelly and Ros Dempsey
Guy and Jackie Kilroy

38

Commemoration Shell Case

Guy and Jackie Kilroy

Swallow

40

Sri Lanka Tankard

Denis and Margaret Woods.

Mollie II

41

Shannon Centenary Half Model

Con and Cathy Murphy

Tortoise

42

Pansy Trophy

Vincent Delany and Jack Fitzpatrick

Coquette
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Tortoise

42

Henry Plate
Sheelagh Armstrong Tankard

Swallow

15,38,3,
29,41
40

Sprack Tankard

Margaret Woods

Marcia

37

Maureen Vase

Miranda Hackett

Gavotte

11

YOZ Trophy

Alfred Guy

Jacqueline Cup

not sailed

Not sailed

William and Linda Prentice

SHARED PRIZES
Polly

31

Coquette

17

Pansy

3

Swift

38

Wigham Cup (Shared.)

Geoff Sarratt And Niamh Smyth
Seymour Cresswell and Gillian Mahony

Replacement Buckingham Cup

vincent delany
Guy and Jackie Kilroy

SEASON PRIZES
Tom and
Jennifer
Hudson

Simon Nolan Memorial Trophy

To the team who kept our racing regular,
interesting, and competitive, Jennefer and
Tom Hudson.

Moosmie

15

Sprite Tankard

David and Sally Mc Farlane

Coquette

17

Cora Cup

Seymore Cresswell and Gillian Mahony

Shindilla

19

Hilpotsteiner Trophy

Philip Mahony and Geoff Davys.

Eva
Eva

33

The Coffee Jug
Saryalis Cup

Chris Connelly and Ros
Edward Sarratt (owner) and Chris Connelly
and Ros Dempsey (jockeys)

Alfa
Swift

12
38
38
38
38

The Snuff Box
Coquette Cup
Jubilee Cup Winner
Ladies Plate
Vega Prize for the crew of the winning
boat.

Michael and Jenny Donohoe
Guy and Jackie Kilroy
Guy and Jackie Kilroy
Guy and Jackie Kilroy
Jackie Kilroy

Swift
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THE WATER WAGS IN 1909
(Information on the 1907 season is not to hand.)
Current Still
Owner(s) in 1909
Flag
Name racing
(if
different
from
original)
O'Connor and Story
Black and yellow vertical
R. Barrett & R.N.
White, red diagonal
*
Eaton
J.H. Hargrave
Red, Black horizontal bar
*

Sail
No.

Boat Name

1
2

Ianthe
Tomboy II

3

Pansy

4

Cupid

Irwan & Geoghegan

White and black vertical

5

Mollie

J.T. Wigham

Green, white cross

6

Clementine

R. Donnelly

Black yellow red horizontal

7

Phyllis

*

H.M. Johnston

Blue, white square

8

Eros II

*

J.M. Goldsmith

Red

9

Betty

A.W. Reid

White and red, vertical

10

Irene

D.H. Baily

Yellow, black circle

11

Magpie

H.C. Fox

Red, green, diagonal

12

Joan

W.C. Carnegie

Light blue

13

Daisy

H.B. Sherlock

Blue, white blue vertical

14

The Gadget

G.A. Newsom

Black and light blue vertical

15

Also Ran

W.C & W BloodSmyth.

Red, white cross

16

Amorelle

A. C. O'Sullivan

Black and white horizontal

17

Coquette

G.H. Jones

Yellow, black ball

18

Kelpie

J.H. Woodroffe

Green and gold horizontal

21

Banzai

C.D. Harris

Red and blue vertical

22

Firefly

E.W.E. Maunsell

Orange

23

Echo

L. Brady

White square, red & blue margin

24

Gipsy

W.G. Gibson

Yellow black yellow horizontal

Sprite

*

*

Prizes to be raced for included: Spinnaker by Messrs Perry and Co., Buckingham Cup
The Concert prize, Prize presented by D.&S.E.R., Prize presented by Dr. H.M. Johnston,
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Sylvia Prize, Captains Prize, Jubilee Commemoration Cup, Presidents Prize,
Tankards to the three most successful crews during the season, presented by the secretary.
Editors note 1: Flag colours always went with the owner and not with the boat. When a boat changed colours, she
would fly the colours of the new owner.
Note 2: D&SER= Dublin and South Eastern Railway Company
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EXTRACT FROM REPORT IN THE IRISH TIMES, 28TH FEBRUARY 1887*
YACHTING
NEW CLASS OF OPEN BOATS FOR KINGSTOWN- A new class of boats has been
established that it is expected will give much sport in a small way and be a unique feature of next
season. Its object is to secure for a small open boat that possesses all the lightness and general
utility of an ordinary punt, the additional quality of being able to compete in a short race with an
even chance of success, and without the necessity of a time allowance or other handicap.
It is obtained as follows: The model of a thoroughly useful 13-foot punt, the beam of which is 4’10”, and a centreboard is provided to enable her to work to windward and stay without the
assistance of an oar, and still allow her to be beached and draw up, which a deep and heavy keel
prevents. Every boat in the fleet will be built on this model, so that the boats will be even, as
regard lines. The sail plan is then limited to 75 square feet, fore and aft, which will secure
comparative evenness of motive power; and it is expected that the competitiveness, which will be
purely of skill in management, will be very close and exciting, and also interesting to the
spectators on shore, as the first boat in will be the winner (bar being disqualified by foul sailing.)
The boat built for Mr. Middleton, the originator of the idea, has already arrived in port, and has
given proof she will do all she is expected to do.
Nine others are on the stocks and others, we understand, are to be ordered. It is intended that the
races, purely among these boats themselves, will take place in the harbour, but they will form
such a strong class,
that the Dublin Bay
Sailing Club, and
Shankill Corinthian
Sailing Club intend
offering them prizes
to race for, and it is
expected they will
have a look in at some
of the local Regattas.
It is expected that
other sport will be
derived from the fleet
in addition to racing
and
using
them
singlysuch
as
excursions along the
coast, water picnics, and manoeuvres under orders. The colours chosen are white red white
vertical**, with the red ensign, and the boats will be kept together by a primitive association, or
order of good fellowship called the “Water Wags”.
Editors Notes: *The first race took place on Easter Tuesday 12th. April 1887 using the Town
Hall chimes as sound signals. ** This was subsequently changed to a white horizontal bar on a
red ground.
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TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE, 23RD MAY.
Tom Hudson was the O.O.D. supported by Emma Webb who was unable to sail due to an arm
injury. The wind had blown quite strong during the day form the west, but by the time the Wags
got afloat the wind was down to about 10 knots from the west.
Among the boats competing were David Mayne and Ian Cotton in ‘Vela’ and Julie Delay and
Ken Mulcaire in ‘Saryalis’. All the other boats were under the direction of their owners or usual
crews.
A short starting line was laid close to the East Pier Lighthouse. A more complex than usual
course was set, with a beat inside the harbour from the start to a mark off the West Pier, this was
followed by a run to the limit mark of the starting line on the East Bight and thence out through
the harbour mouth to the Dublin Bay Turning mark to the west, and back into the harbour to
finish at the west pier mark.
About 20 seconds before the start two boats ‘Gavotte’, and ‘A.N. Other’ became entwined on the
starting line. One of the boats was turned around 180 degrees until she was heading away from
the first mark. Other boats in the vicinity had to make rapid avoiding action.
‘Moosmie’, ‘Alfa’, and ‘Mollie 2’ all got away cleanly and lead to the windward mark . Behind
them the fleet was quite bunched with boats causing much shadowing of wind on the spinnaker
run back to the east pier. It was so congested at the leeward mark that some boats had to wait for
space to round the mark. Those who were forced to round wide were left in more dirty wind as
the fleet close reached towards the fishing lines on the end of the west pier. Fortunately all the
fishing lines were withdrawn before the Wags arrived. There was quite a wind shadow below the
pier head, which allowed some boats such as ‘Tortoise’ from behind to sneak through. This was
followed by a lop sided beat against an almost slack tide to the Turning mark. Those in the lead
pulled further away as they hoisted their spinnakers to return to the harbour. However ‘Swift’
made gains by staying close to the west pier wall, and joined the leading bunch. It was a short
beat back to the finish boat in the West Bight. Surprisingly, the race was completed in only half
an hour. Before the Wags protested about such a short race, the OOD decided to run a second
race over the same course.
This time a longer starting line was provided without any recognisable bias. ‘Mollie 2’ started to
leeward, and ‘Pansy’, ‘Swift’ ,‘Alfa’ and ‘Moosmie’ all got away fast with perfect starts. They
formed a perfect line abreast with both helmsmen and crews hiking out. ‘Mollie 2’ sailed fast and
low while the others held as high as they could. ‘Alfa’ tacked away early, and never recovered
from this strategy. ‘Mollie’ stayed on port tack till she could reach the lay line which was a good
move, as despite coming in on port tack she rounded the mark first, only seconds ahead of ‘Swift’
‘Moosmie’ and ‘Pansy’.
It took some clever gibing by ‘Moosmie’ from starboard to port to enable her to get an inside
overlap on both ‘Swift’ and ‘Mollie’ at the leeward mark. This was the critical point of the race as
she was able to control the others on the very tight reach back to the pierhead. A shocking
backwind off the end of the pier caused a near capsize by ‘Moosmie’. By the time they recovered
the entire fleet was at the pierhead.
Some short tacked along the back of the pier trying to avoid the increasing tide. Others such as
‘Anne II’ and ‘Pansy’ went out to sea looking for more wind.
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Those who kept close to the pier and out of tide sailed the best leg and enjoyed a beautiful run
with the tide and with the rolling waves and rounded up into the harbour to the finish line at 8.00
p.m.
The Committee will have a difficult decision as to whether to score it as one race or as two.
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STILL LIFE WITH WAGS
Wednesday 6th June 2007
Now here’s a funny thing: between 1898 and 1910 there was no wind at all in Dun Laoghaire
Harbour. This is an undeniably proven historical fact. If you look closely at the photographs of
Wag racing for this period, you will see a fleet of one-design dinghies suspended for eternity
above an identical upside-down fleet of one-design dinghies locked in an endless tussle for
maritime supremacy. All the flags hang like wet underwear on a rainy washday. The sails droop
in motionless atrophy. The only sign of life is in the enormous moustaches and extraordinary
headgear of the ancient mariners who man the frozen boats.
Another truth is that the forward propulsion of boats by sail is all due to magic. There is no other
explanation for the phenomenon of this means of transport. It involves no fossil fuel, no carbon
footprint, no lingering and eradicable stain on the globe. Sailing makes no worthwhile
contribution to global warming, leaves no fumes in the air, no sinister rainbow-slick on the sea,
and somehow converts the base ingredients of wind and water into the gold of Water Wag racing.
Just like that.
So, there I was, the eternal apprentice poised for another Wednesday-evening class in this
peculiar maritime alchemy to which we all aspire to become adept. The day did not open well for
me. I had no crew lined up, despite the timely warning of the ever-patient Gillian, who had a date
with George Michael that evening. I was not jealous. Gillian was with her husband. Besides, she’s
not George’s type
.
I flashed a message across the internet tom-toms (more magic): “Crew Wanted, apply within”. I
was soon rewarded by a reply from Vincent Delany, suggesting Pat Coffey. Well, I should have
though of him myself. A call to Pat produced a cheery and positive result, but he lacked a life
jacket. Again I appealed to the online Waggers, and was again rewarded by an offer from
Vincent.
We had all received an Email from our Captain, Geoff Sarratt, to inform us that the evening’s
racing was to be filmed my Mark Nolan for airing by RTE the following Thursday week. Lured
by the glamour of the cameras, and the possibility of fame, there was a turnout of 19 boats,
although what airs there were, were very light. As an added attraction, the sun poured down like
golden syrup on a flat and breathless blue harbour.
I was slightly late, and had no time to go to the RStGYC to pick up Vincent’s loaned lifejacket.
However, David McFarlane had picked up my email and, on seeing me arrive, very kindly
offered me his spare lifejacket. So, with Pat suitably buoyant, we rigged the boat in less time than
it took David Beckham to agree to play again for England and hit the water like a Life-Boat on a
distress call. Then everything went very quiet and still. Out came the oars.
As we started to row past the now extended and never-ending marina, we were hailed by a rib.
The young man at the helm explained that he had come from the RStGYC to deliver a lifejacket
to me from Vincent Delany. How very kind, and typical of Vincent to think to send the lifejacket
by water. Not only that, but the rib also volunteered (after some tactful prompting) to tow us to
the start. We picked up William and Linda Prentice in ‘Tortoise’, No 42 (who were enjoying a
bottle of South African white wine – Chateau de Veldt or some such), and David and Sally
McFarlane in ‘Moosmie’, No 15. Rather meanly we left Guy and Jackie Kilroy in ‘Swift’, No 38,
to make their own way. This could have rebounded badly for me later, as we shall see.
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Delivered safely and swiftly to the start line, we set about seeing if it was possible to manoeuvre
at all on this breathless evening. With Pat kneeling to leeward, his elbows on the forward thwart
as if saying the Rosary, and me lying full length and in extreme discomfort fore and aft between
the thwarts, we seemed to be able to achieve some sort of forward momentum at a speed which
made the hour hand of a clock seem recklessly dashing.
Now, in my day, filming meant lights, sound, cameras on cranes, clapper-boards, make-up,
director’s chairs with my name on the back etc., etc.; in short, all the paraphernalia of Hollywood.
I was therefore rather taken aback to see that for the purpose of recording our race that evening,
the entire industry of tinsel-town was, apparently, condensed into one solitary individual,
wielding what looked like a home video camera. Did the unions know about this? Where were
the crowds of assistant directors with loud-hailers, and the continuity people with their Polaroid
cameras? Where were the key grip and the best boy for goodness sake? One man with a FisherPrice camera!? I don’t know why I had bothered to have my hair cut.
With the fleet scattered in slow motion more-or less in the vicinity of the start line, the warning
hooter tooted. This galvanised us all into action, as we took up more extreme and excruciating
positions the better to make our boats go faster. But, try as we could, we hung above our own
reflections like our predecessors had in those old photographs, barely moving. With brisk but
completely ineffective punctuality the committee boat hooted out the count-down as we drifted
around, trying to edge towards the start-line.
As the starting signal sounded, I found myself on starboard, easing my way on a broad reach
towards the committee boat. Guy Kilroy was to leeward of me with full luffing rights. This was
where it might have paid us to have given him a tow earlier, and where our meanness in not doing
so might have been my undoing. With diffidence, and while there was still time to attempt a tack
away from the line, I hailed Guy and asked if he proposed to luff me onto the committee boat. He
looked up at his drooping sails and lifeless burgee, and murmured something about fearing my
rolling over him if he let me go. But let me go he did, bless him. And so I started this thrilling
race with a half-way decent start.
In front of us we saw Frank Guy and Owen McNally in ‘Gavotte’, N0 24, sailing across the fleet
on port. This is a brave manoeuvre at the best of times, but when one is creeping along at a rate
that might have been overtaken by the growth of a stalactite, it seemed rash in the extreme.
However, he got away with it, and continued to meander in a more-or less south-easterly
direction.
What we might laughingly refer to as the wind was whispering from the east, and the weather
mark had been laid by the East Pier in the vicinity of the anemometer. The fine weather had
bought out the promenaders. It had also brought out the invisible banjo player, who chooses such
evenings to busk on the pier. The only tune he knows is ‘Lara’s Theme’ from ‘Dr, Zhivago’
.
“Somewhere, my love, bong-bong-ba-bong-ba-bong.” On and on and on. Will someone not pay
him to stop?
Soon after the start, we chose to tack onto port, with a view to progressing towards, rather than
away from the mark. For some unaccountable reason most of the fleet, including my benefactor,
Guy, decided to dog it out on starboard, heading towards the West Pier lighthouse. Also ahead of
us on the port tack were Mandy and Suzie Nolan in ‘Ethna’, No.1, who seemed to be in the lead,
followed by ‘Tortoise’, and Chris Connolly and Ros in No.33 ‘Eva’. To weather of us were
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David and Sally McFarlane in ‘Moosmie’, No 15, creeping with intent, but not for the moment
posing a threat.
‘Bong-a-bong-a-bong-a-bong’ went the banjo. Pat’s feet started to cramp. His position of penance
was beginning to take its toll. I suggested a spell on the leeward gunwale, so that the circulation
could be restored to his nether regions. This helped Pat, but his manly frame sitting in the slot
between my jib and the mainsail did not help our forward progress, and I had to ask him to
hunker on the floor again. Ever cheerful and chatty, Pat obliged, and we picked up some sort of
way again. It may have been the hot air from the chatting (neither of us being behind the door
when it comes to talk) that produced the little feathery touches of air that wafted us slowly but
with pleasing inevitability towards the mark.
‘Bong-a-bong-a-bong-a-bong’.
Mandy, in Ethna, had chosen to take a little stab northwards then tacked back onto port. This
seemed to be reckless, because it was certainly not an evening for unnecessary tacks. But as she
approached the mark, she seemed to have the advantage on Frank Guy in ‘Gavotte’, as she tacked
with aching slowness onto starboard to attempt to round the mark ahead of Frank. There was
some theatrical clearing of throats aboard ‘Gavotte’ as she bore down on the static ‘Ethna’.
Mandy finally managed to scootch her boat round, with some ferocious tiller waggling, but by
then Frank had sailed over her and rounded the mark in the lead.
‘Bong-a-bong-a-bong-a-bong’.
I contemplated the perfect crime. I would slip unnoticed over the side, swim to the steps near the
banjo player, swiftly garrotte him with his g-string and swim back in time to round the mark…
‘Bong-a-bong-a-bong-a-bong’.
At last we reached the mark, with ‘Moosmie’ just squeezing in ahead of us. We made a halfway
decent rounding and set off down what wind there was, back towards the West Pier and away
from our musical friend.
‘Bong-a-bong-a-bong-a-bong’.
Now we had Harry Croxon in ‘Patricia’, No. 29, beginning to lurk in our rear-view mirrors.
Undaunted, Pat and I sang a medley of Billy Joel hits to wile away the hours, and drown out the
stupid plucker on the pier behind us. It also seemed to help to keep Harry at bay, because we
reached the leeward mark in just under the playing time of “Gone With the Wind” without any
further mishap.
At the gybe mark, things ahead of us had become quite warm. ‘Gavotte’ had rounded it first, but
‘Tortoise’, ‘Moosmie’, ‘Eva’ and ‘Ethna’ had all arrived together in a contagious bunch, with
cries of “Water!” and other rather more robust terms of endearment. ‘Tortoise’ emerged ahead of
these, but ‘Ethna’ suffered badly, and stalled. As we approached the mark, Harry Croxon was
readying himself to pounce. I managed to hold my water on him and shut the door as soon as I
had rounded, luffing slightly to prevent any attempt to get between me and the mark. I think
Harry may have forgotten Mick Donohoe in ‘Alfa’, No 12, behind him, because Mick managed to
slip to windward of him to get the advantage at the mark. There ensued an exchange of
pleasantries, a lively discussion about the “two boat-lengths” rule, all of which seemed to exhaust
Harry’s plans to pass us.
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The committee boat has sounded “Shorten Course”, and we found ourselves creeping towards the
finish. ‘Eva’ was now large in our sights as the breeze woke up a little and wafted us towards the
line. We had managed to weather ‘Eva’ by about 20 yards and we were sailing abreast and only
slightly behind, depending on where you were looking from.
At the line, ‘Gavotte’ took the honours, with ‘Tortoise’ second, ‘Moosmie’ third, ‘Eva’ fourth by
a coat of varnish, from ‘Coquette’ (that’s us) in fifth. There were loads and loads of boats behind
us.
On our way home, labouring at the oars, I thought of the noble ancient mariners frozen forever in
the now hundred-year-old photographs of Wags going through exactly the same contortions and
extremities in exactly the same, seemingly perpetual flat calm. The only thing to have changed
was the fact that our near motionless race had been captured on moving digital recording. Virtual
sailing.
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THE ROYAL ALFRED YACHT CLUB
150th. BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
The Royal Alfred Yacht Club, founded in 1847, celebrated its 150th. Centenary in 2007.
Corinthian in aspiration, its constitution differs little from the aspirations of the founding fathers
of The Water Wag Club. A Club for amateur yachtsmen in which they can return to the Club
some of the benefits that thy have gained from it.
On James Joyces’s ‘Bloomsday’, on 16th. June, a Traditional boat regatta was organised.
Seven Water Wags turned up to the
starting line for the first handicap race on
Sunday 17th. June at 2.30, which was
located outside the harbour mouth. Rupert
and Sue Westrup in ‘Sprite’ (1904) all
dressed in cricket whites and straw hats
were first boat away followed by three
minutes later by ‘Polly’ (1984), with
Geoff Sarratt sporting a Straw hat while
his crew David preferred a white
‘Floppy’. Starting on the same signal was
‘Hal Sisk as elegant as ever and Kate in
‘Good Hope’ (1976). Due to a
miscalculation Chris Connolly and Roz in
‘Eva’ (1986) started 30 seconds after their
designated time. Six minutes after the
first boat David and Ann Clarke started in
‘Sara’ (1970) and one minute later ‘Mollie
2’ (2006) with Con Murphy and Cathy wearing a white linen jacket over a striped shirt and white
linen ankle length skirt, and ‘Pansy’ (1906) with Vincent Delany and Noelle Breen headed east.
‘Sprite’ headed northeast
out into the tide while the
next three boats took a
more inshore route. With a
strong tide astern the boats
moved quickly. It was not
until the boats were off the
end of Dalkey island that
they converged, at which
time ‘Polly’ had pulled into
a slender lead from ‘Good
Hope’.
The tide was running south
at quite a rate and ‘Sara’
seemed to be the most
efficient at avoiding eddies
and staying in the strong stream. Over the length of the Sound she overtook both ‘Eva’ and
‘Sprite’.
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The result of the outbound race was, ‘Polly’, ‘Good Hope’, ‘Sara’, ‘Sprite’, ‘Eva’, ‘Pansy’ and
‘Mollie 2’.
Despite the long beat with an easterly breeze of 8 knots, all the boats finished within a period of
about three minutes over the three mile course.
After a short break the fleet turned around for the return match back to Dun Laoghaire. This time
it was a scratch race. The starting line was set close to St. Begnet’s Well between ‘White
Mischief’ and Andrew Sarratt’s Sunfast 35.
Most spinnakers went up seconds before the gun. ‘Mollie 2’ was closest to Dalkey island with
‘Polly’ and ‘Pansy’ abeam. ‘Good Hope’ and ‘Sara’ hung so close astern to cause some wind
shadow. The tide was foul and very strong. All was well within the lee of the tidal eddy caused by
the island. ‘Good Hope’ pulled away and crossed the stream to have a look at Jim Sheridan’s new
house on the water front at Coliemore. When the leaders got past the island and into the strong
tide ‘Polly’ and ‘Molly’ gybed over to the Loreto Convent shore. ‘Sprite’ stayed out in the
stronger wind.
‘Polly’ gybed and gybed as she hugged the shore with ‘Mollie 2’, ‘Pansy’ and ‘Sara’ close
behind. The pelleton stayed quite bunched. Just before Bullock Harbour ‘Mollie 2’ gained an
inside overlap on ‘Polly’. This was significant as she was able to hold breeze behind the rocks
close to the harbour. Con took an elevated stance which enabled him to see the rocks and instruct
Cathy where to take avoiding action. This was particularly important between Bulloch and Forty
Foot where some rocks sat menacingly
only inches below the surface.
Seals came out of Bulloch to inspect the
Wags as they cruised past. ‘Pansy’ ran
out of wind in the wind shadow from the
tall rocks just east of the harbour. This
allowed ‘Sara’, and ‘Good Hope’ to
overtake. ‘Eva’ without a spinnaker was
only two
boat
lengths
behind.
Conversations were had with the
swimmers off The Forty Foot, some of
whom were discussing the benefits of
taking avoiding action to prevent them
from being run down by a wall of Wags.
The two boats ahead pulled away and
increase their lead to nearly 100 yards. As
they approached the east pier the fleet
seemed to condense. Soon ‘Sara’,
‘Pansy’, ‘Eva’ and ‘Good Hope’ were
sailing four abreast for the benefit of the
Pier walkers who normally stand at the
end of the pier looking to the horizon.
Suddenly…..a scream of ‘Kate!!!!!!’ and
then ‘Good Hope’ swing around
visciously through 180 degrees narrowly
missing ‘Pansy’ which had been sailing
abeam to her. The Tiller had come free
from the rudder only 30 yards from the finish line. There were still three boats abreast, ‘Eva’
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nearest the pier, ‘Pansy’ and ‘Sara’. Who would break the line first. The finish line was between
White Mischief and the Pierhead. The boats with spinnakers had to gybe again, to turn into the
harbour. If Eva had been flying a spinnaker she would have been able to break the line with her
pole, but she wasn’t using a spinnaker. As it happened it was ‘Pansy’s’ pole which broke the line
about a foot ahead of ‘Eva’ which was a foot ahead of ‘Sara’. A fine close finish. Sprite was only
30 seconds behind.
Result was ‘Mollie’, ‘Polly’, ‘Pansy’, ‘Eva’, ‘Sara’, ‘Good Hope’, and ‘Sprite’.
A prize-giving was held in the George and the Commodore of the RAYC Ailbe Millerick praised
the Wags for being the oldest class sailing in the Bay. After long consideration the premier trophy
for the best outfit went to Con and Cathy McAleavy for their lovely skirts. The premier sailing
trophy (a beautiful aluminium model of a Water Wag) went to ‘Polly’ with a first and second
place.
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The Volvo Dun Laoghaire Regatta 2007
Building on the success of the 2005 Dun Laoghaire Regatta Championship, Volvo a company
with associated with safe and eco-friendly products, expanded their worldwide sailing
sponsorship by providing a substantial sum of sponsorship to the combined Dun Laoghaire Yacht
Clubs. The Wags followed their 2005 strategy by combing the event with the Water Wag Worlds,
a three day event with racing on Friday evening, all day Saturday and Sunday morning.
Wags were provided by OOD Donal Gleeson Snr. and Jnr. with their own dedicated courses both
inside the Harbour and in Scotsman’s Bay. However, 2007 will not be remembered as a summer
of sunshine of warm weather.
The sad result of this important event was that ‘Alfa’ which has been subject of a serious amount
of restoration was in a collision with one of the official flagships and sustained serious damage.
She was unable to compete in any events for the rest of the season.

Guy Kilroy at the Worlds

16396459.1

19

VOLVO DUNLAOGHAIRE REGATTA 2007
Boat Name
Swift
Patricia
Gavotte
Tortoise
Mollie 2
Anne 2
Coquette
Pansy
Polly
Nandor
Moosmie
Alfa
Eros
Eva
Skee
Sprite
Good Hope
Swallow
Saryalis
The Little
Tern

RACE 1
3
5
7
4
9
11
8
6
10
15
1
2
12
13
14
16
17
DNC
DNC
DNC

Water Wags World
RACE 2 RACE 3 RACE 4 RACE 5 RACE 6 RACE 7
3
3
5
3
3
9
9
4
3
10
1
1
7
2
2
7
9
4
4
6
15
2
4
5
1
5
4
5
5
11
5
8
10
9
7
3
12
11
7
4
6
6
10
7
8
8
12
10
11
10
13
12
11
8
15
13
14
14
15
15
2
1
DNC
1
8
2
6
9
1
DNC
DNC
DNC
13
12
9
11
DNC
DNC
16
16
11
13
DNC
DNC
14
14
12
15
10
DNC
DNC
DNC
DNC
DNC
13
13
17
17
DNC
DNC
DNC
DNC
6
DNC
6
7
2
7
DNC
15
DNC
DNC
14
12
DNC
DNC
DNC
DNC
DNC
DNC

AVERAGE
4.14285714
4.71428571
5.42857142
5.71428571
5.71428571
7.57142857
7.71428571
8.71428571
10.7142857
14.4285714

Editors note:
Official
results include
for one
discard. This
format of
results is for
information
only.

The Water Wag Worlds 2007 – A Further Report
The Worlds took place under the combined burgees of the yacht clubs, as part of the Dun
Laoghaire Regatta, on Friday 13th, Saturday 14th, and Sunday 15th of July. There were 21 Wag
entries, with an excellent turnout of 19 on the start line, and one of the biggest dinghy fleets in the
regatta. A series of 7 races were held over three days with some very competitive racing.
Special thanks are due to Philip Mahony and family for the use of their yacht, Ocean Champion,
which proved a worthy committee boat. The Lough Derg team of Donal and Donal Gleeson were
the race officers for the event, working hard on the water and participating fully in the social
activities when ashore; their highlight was the splendid food hamper provided by the Butlers
Pantry, and the two Donals gallantly ate their way right through to its completion. The Captain
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provided hospitality for the Gleesons and waited up for them to come home each night; however
it is very unclear as to when and how they ever got home.
Racing began on Friday with a single race held inside the harbour, Moosmie set the pace,
showing a clean pair of heels to the fleet. Moosmie won comfortably followed by Alfa and Swift.
Friday racing was followed by cocktails at the clubs.
Saturday began grey and dull with variable breezes. The first race started inside the harbour,
beating to a windward mark and then out and around into Scotsman’s Bay where a triangular
course was laid. Light airs and strong tides brought tricky tactical work; Molly had a storming
last beat cutting through the fleet to get the gun.
The fleet enjoyed 4 excellent races over Saturday while many other fleets in the regatta were
unable to race due to the fickle winds; the SB3’s were envious of our racing while they sat a mile
off waiting for wind to fill, but its unlikely they’d have appreciated the 360 degree changes which
occurred. Lunch was served between races with most exotic fare being enjoyed by the bestprepared crews; while Gavotte’s team enjoyed a 3 course lunch, Frank learned that mixing the
whipped cream in with the raspberries and meringues is best done at time of eating as it goes to
mush if done at dawn pre-racing. Saturday racing was marred by a major collision between Alfa
and a spectator boat before the start of race 5. Sadly the bow of Alfa was badly damaged and she
was unable to continue in the regatta. At the time of the accident Alfa was performing particularly
well and was positioned to challenge to win the regatta.
Saturday night was enjoyed in good company; we packed out about 5 big tables for dinner at the
Gastro Pub where we were well fed from a special menu. After which the ‘party animals’ in the
Class returned to the waterfront clubs for further entertainment. Every effort was made to support
the George and Irish bar takings, even though it was hard to find people in the throng of the
summer evening. Eventually it was left to the two Donals to represent the Class, and an
impromptu walking party was formed to guide the Captain home by foot.
Sunday brought more light and variable conditions. The fleet again raced to Scotsman’s Bay and
Patricia revelled in the conditions; she showed fantastic speed in light air and lumpy water,
winning both races.
As the last race was finished the wind disappeared completely, and all Wags were towed back to
the harbour. The prize giving was held after a long wait on the deck of the Irish, where individual
day and top three place prizes were generously presented by Volvo. A loyal band of Wags stayed
on to the last so we could raise a great cheer to our new champion.
Another great racing series for the Wags, congratulations to Moosmie, World Champion.
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THE CAPTAIN’S (GEOFF SARRATT) PRIZES.
For the first time in many years all the Water Wags were parked in the Royal (“Do you know
how to get into the changing rooms?”) Irish Yacht Club thanks to Captain Geoff and Chris
Connolly who spent many hours towing boats on their launching trolleys from The Royal St.
George Yacht Club which was running an event which was alleged to be more important than the
Water Wags Captain’s Prize. Unfortunately, the Wags had no Royalty among the nineteen boats
competing in their event.
To make it a memorable evening Tom and Jennifer Hudson laid a starting line off the Carlisle
pier with a windward mark in the west bight, followed by an interesting outdoor course. The
starting line appeared to have a bias to the pin mark, which is where Jimmy Fitzpatrick and
Pauline MacNamara in ‘Anne II’ started. Anne Kirwan and her husband Brendan in ‘Moosmie’
along with two other boats were squeezed out and had to gybe away before starting.
The first mark was rounded to starboard, which lead to a certain amount of ‘Dipping and
ducking’ and avoidance of other boats before rounding the windward mark. The reach was too
close for spinnakers which meant that there was little place changing. On the beat to the Dun
Laoghaire Mark some boats opted to head out to the north where they picked up a favourable tide
despite the steepness of the waves. Boats were picking up quite a lot of water over their bows.
‘Moosmie’ ‘Saryalis’ and ‘Vela’ opted for a course close to the pier.
Once around the Dun Laoghaire Mark the order was ‘Anne II’, ‘Gavotte’, ‘Tortoise’, ‘ Marie
Louise’, ‘Swallow’, ‘Pansy’, and ‘Mollie 2’. The wind had risen above the 15 knots, which was
blowing at the time of launching, and no reefs were put in.
‘Mollie 2’ and ‘Pansy’ opted to gybe and the first of these steered to the elbow of the tier where
the tide was less. Most of the others stayed on port gybe and headed in the general direction of the
Pier Mark. When passing the harbour mouth some boats were swept north by the tide and found
that they needed to gybe back inshore. ‘Coquette’ was one of these, and as she gybed she took
water and capsized. The rescue RIB was soon on hand. Thanks to judicious use of spinnakers by
some, and also some fast and exciting surfing on the steep waves, the order at pier mark was
‘Mollie 2’, ‘Gavotte’, ‘Tortoise’, ‘Anne II’, ‘Pansy’, ‘ Marie Louise’ and ‘Swallow’. Again the
choice was to opt for the sheltered water which worked well for ‘Tortoise’.
On arriving back to the harbour mouth there was a large white and brown whale-like object in the
water was acted as an obstruction. On the finishing line ‘Mollie 2’ was only 3 seconds ahead of
‘Gavotte’ with ‘Tortoise’ another fifteen seconds behind.
The whole race for 1, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 15, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26, 31, 33, 37, 38, 40, 41 and 42 took less
than forty minutes. Seymour Cresswell and Gillian Mahony were first to get ashore and made
good use of the hot showers.
At the prize giving Dinner in the Royal Irish Dining room, more than 50 wags listened as Geoff
Sarratt commended the spirit of the 36 Wags who competed in such challenging conditions, and
commended the Officers Of the Evening for such an excellent course. Niamh Smyth as ‘Official’
crew to ‘Polly’ presented prizes as follows;
Division 1- Cathy and Con Murphy in ‘Mollie 2’
Division 1B- Chris Connolly and Ros in ’Eva’
Division 2- Julie Delany and Emma Webb in ‘Saryalis’.
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Each prize winner received a beautiful handmade card, with, appropriately, a picture of Edward
and David Sarratt surfing across Dun Laoghaire Harbour in ‘Polly’. Each card was personally
inscribed by the Captain of the Wags as a memento of the auspicious occasion.
A Special presentation to newcomers, consisting of a matching pair of model yachts flying the
Captains Swallow tailed red burgee with white horizontal stripe was made to Miranda and
Charles Hackett of ‘ Marcia’.
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THE WATERWAYS IRELAND SECOND CLASSIC BOAT REGATTA
LOUGH REE 2007.
After the success of the Regatta in Lower Lough Erne in 2006, this was going to be a very
difficult act to follow. However, the Commodore and membership of Lough Ree Yacht Club put
in a huge effort, opened their arms to all the visitors who turned up for the event in early
September.
The entry was divided into four groups. The largest group consisted of about 30 Shannon One
Designs (maybe they didn’t have far to come) who are familiar with the waters at the southern
end of Lough Ree. Among that fleet Harry and Liz Croxon sailed in 144 , Philip Mayne and
family sailed ‘Derrydaragh’ No. 83.
The next group consisted of keelboats
and Mermaids. The two Fairies, Michael
Whaleys ‘Maeve’ and Joey Kellys
‘Storm’ travelled from Lough Erne, and
looked beautiful on the lake. There were
four Mermaids, a Shipman, Folkboat,
and Included in the keelboat fleet was
an entry from David Williams, and
Vincent Delany sailing Hal Sisks
Colleen, ‘The Colleen Bawn’. Andrew
O’Hanlon was sailing in Philip
Watson’s Ajax, which had such a big
spinnaker that it ran away with every
race.
The important fleet was the dinghy fleet
which consisted of three IDRA 14’s,
three international 12’s, Three transom
wags and one double-ender Wag. The boats which made the journey to Athlone were, our
Captain Geoff Sarratt, Jimmy Fitzpatrick and Frank and Natalie Guy.
The double ender Wag was sailed by Julie Delany and by Vincent Delany. (see separate report.)
It sports a cream mainsail with the number 1878. (ask Hal about that number!) no jib and a white
spinnaker on a very long pole.
The final fleet was the demonstration fleet led by the Reinhart family steamer, Rachel Leeches
Dutch sailing Barge, and David Beatty’s Royal Dutch barge ‘Schollevar’ , both of which looked
magnificent with their coloured sails and leeboards.
The winds were generally force 2 or less from the west on Saturday, and one race was sailed
before lunch and one race was after lunch. Races were started on the club line and the boats
passed between Carbery Island and The Yellow Islands on their way out to a turning mark at
Beam Island.
On Saturday evening a grand dinner was held in the new club house which was decked out in
balloons and old sails.
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On Sunday the wind was lighter, and because it was Lough Ree, it never blew in the same
direction for more than one minute. It made the tactics challenging. Geoff sailed the race of his
life to Win the wag race.
At the prize giving, we were reminded by David Dixon, that next year to event will take place in
Dromineer at Lough Derg Yacht Club and all the Wags are invited to attend.
Results:
Boat Parade Winner: ‘Colleen Bawn’ David Williams, Vincent Delany, Julie Delany, Noelle
Breen.

1St Water Wags: Frank and Natalie Guys ‘Gavotte’,
2nd. Geoff Sarratt and Niamh Smyth in ‘Polly’,
3rd. Jimmy Fitzpatrick and Pauline MacNamara’s ‘Anne II’.
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THE WAGS GO TO CROM.
For people who are used to sailing within the confined walls of Dun Laoghaire Harbour it is quite
a joy to visit places such as Crom Castle in Co. Fermanagh.
The Wags arrived by barge (“it was the long lunch that delayed us”), by cruiser, and by car. No
matter which mode of transport is taken, the roads twist, the rivers turn back on themselves, and
everywhere the scenery, the trees and the drumlins are beautiful.
Expecting 11 boats, it was wonderful to find that 3, 08, 10, 11, 15, 17, 19, 22, 31, 32, 33, 41 and
42 all made the tortuous journey. Particularly impressive was nos. 17 and 19 arriving by water.
3 , ‘Pansy’, Vincent and Noelle.
08, ‘Eros’, Gail and Julie Delany
10, ‘Sprite’, Rupert Rory and Sue
11, ‘Anne II’ Jimmy and Pauline
15, ‘Moosmie’, David and Michael
Donoghoe
17, ‘ Coquette’, Seymour and Gillian
19, ‘Shindilla’, Philip and Jeff
22 ‘ Saryalis’, Mick and Joan Geoghegan
and Tuffett Webb
31 ‘ Polly’, Ger Dempsey and Chris
32 ‘Skee’, Jack Fitzpatrick and Geoff
Sarratt
33 ‘ Eva’, Chris Connolly and Ros.
41 ‘ Mollie II’, Cathy and Con
42 ‘ Tortoise’, William and Linda.
On Saturday morning boats were rigged and
launched at the fine slipway adjoining the
old farmyard which has been converted to a
visitor center and museum and cottages.
However the slipway lived up to its name,
and anybody who put their foot in the water on the right hand side of the slip went ‘a cropper’.
Rupert Westrup was the
first unfortunate to test the
facilities.
We were instructed to
follow Edward Sarratt in
‘Albertina’ to the race
area which was in Trial
Bay, an area where, in
times past, there was a
boatbuilder with a
workshop there, who
tested his boats here
before handing them over
to their new owners.

16396459.1

26

A testing bit of water it was, with wind shifts of 45 degrees being the norm. Each gust which
came across the course revealed a different pattern. Each time we sailed the course the favoured
side was different. Initially the lee shore was favoured until ‘Anne II’ found her own private lifts
along the windward shore. The first race was won by ‘Moosmie’, while the second was won by
‘Mollie II’. At that stage we were all ready for lunch which was held at a jetty on the lee shore.
Fortunately there were two barges and a cruiser there which looked just like the barges and
cruiser which we had left at Crom quay. (See picture below.)
As the gusts were getting stronger some wags opted to put in a voluntary reef for the afternoon
race. ‘Tortoise’ won the third race. As time was getting late the last race consisted of a short beat
from ‘Albertina’ to a mark which remained ‘on station’ for the benefit of the first five boats only.
This created a quandary for the following boats who did not notice a small collection of marks
wrapped around the rudder of No. 11. In keeping with the proper procedure, all the following
boats ‘rounded the point on the water where the mark would have been had it been on station’.
This was followed by a long spinnaker run where one boat could enjoy a force 5 gust while a boat
no more that one boat-length away sat wallowing waiting for the wind to arrive.
Again Linda finished just ahead of William in first place. The finish line was off the quay at
Crom. We all changed for dinner including Jack who sported a fine bow tie.
David
MacFarlane
invited us
to predinner
drinks at
19.00
where
everybody
was invited
to ‘bring
their own’
glass and
drinks.
Soon a bus
arrived and
we were
escorted to
Lisnaskea
for dinner.

We were surprised to find that we were sharing the hotel with a wedding party. The bride rushed
past us pushing her buggy and baby to the bar for some much needed refreshment.
The Wags filled a dining room for an enjoyable dinner. Some Wags may have fallen asleep at the
dining table, but no more of that! The bus would have whisked us home in a jiffy except for
several mistakes in direction made at some of the many junctions.

16396459.1

27

The following morning Wags were slow to get motivated. The wind was strong and perhaps they
were waiting for instructions from the Captain to put in a reef.
We were given instructions by ‘The Captain of the Water Wags’, that the start was to be
staggered with the fleet sailing off in groups of four and five in the river. No. 17 won the first
race followed by No. 3 in the second race and no. 33 in the third race. These were interesting
races starting in the river at Crom Quay with frequent tacks being necessary before arriving at an
open lake between the old castle and the church.
One had to reach off to an offset mark followed by a short beat across the lake and a brisk
spinnaker run back to the start.

At the prizegiving there were thanks expressed to the organizers, Geoff and Edward Sarratt and
Edwards Daughter and possible future son-in-law who lifted anchors endlessly, to Michael
Donohoe whose idea it was to go to Crom, and to Johnny Ross Murphy (No. 36) who supplied
and drove Rescue RIB which was required to pull some boats out of the reeds backwards. It
really was a sociable friendly weekend enjoyed by all.
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BODERG 2007.
FollowIng the event in Crom, the Wags delivered their boats to Annagh in Co. Roscommon
thanks to an invitation from Jackie and Guy Kilroy who had planned a late season Event on 20th.21st.October. As the IRB Rugby World Cup was taking place, the Wags dropped into various
hostelries to watch England play against France, the most critical match for Ireland’s progress out
of the league stages of the competition.
In a unique development everybody stayed in the house ‘Annagh’ (except for the Mollies who
brought their own mobile.) So, communal breakfast on Saturday morning was quite a social
occasion. Boats were rigged and launched at the boathouse, and Edward and Alison Sarratt and
family acted as OOD with Johnny
Ross Murphy laying the marks with
his RIB.
Entry was:
Vincent and Noelle in ‘Pansy’.
Jimmy Fitz and Hugo in ‘Anne II’
Brian Mc Bride and David Mac
Farlane in ‘Moosmie’.
Geoff and Hannah Kilroy in ‘Polly’
Chris and Ros in ‘Eva’
Guy and the Kilroy girls in ‘Swift’.
Con and Cathy in ‘Mollie II’
William and Hugo Fitzpatrick in
‘Tortoise’.
The
sailing
instructions
were
straightforward, sail upwind until you
see the finishing line. The race was
about 30 minutes long, and Edward
set up the finish line near the south
end of the lake. The second race, also
to windward, took us through a
narrow gap between Boderg and
Bofin. Don’t be taken in by the width
of the passage on the chart, because the navigable channel is much narrower that the width of the
water. Several boats hit the rocks at the Leinster shore, but the alternative was to stay close to the
Connaught with no wind under the trees.
The finish line was only a short distance from the narrows. The third race took is to a turning
mark off Dromad Village. It appeared that ‘Moosmie’ was unhappy or confused with this mark
and rounded it both to port and to starboard before she did a 360 turn. The finish line was outside
the harbour. We sailed into the harbour for lunch, again provided by the Kilroys, while we
watched the entertainment provided by ducks including albino ducks.
A short windward-leeward race off Dromad was followed by a wonderful running start with all
the boats sailing abreast with spinnakers flying as we headed back up the lake. Every boat had its
‘ 15 minutes of fame’ leading the race at some stage. In the narrows we timed our arrival at the
same time as a large motor cruiser. Unusually, the skipper realized that 10 dinghies and a Cruiser
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wouldn’t fit into a narrow space at the same time, and he voluntarily throttled back as his teenage
crew made witty comments about our inability to travel as fast as a boat with a 200 hp engine..
The next obstacle was the famous ‘Carnadoe’ narrows outside Annagh Lake. The first two boats
‘Moosmie’ and ‘Tortoise’ sailed through on a close reach, but the third boat, ‘Pansy’ only a few
boatlengths astern found that the wind had shifted, and was forced to tack. In a 6m. wide passage
between the reeds the choices are few. The following fleet could not get past because of the
starboard tacker blocking the way. ‘Anne II’ sailed for south side of the narrows and ran into a
floating swans nest. The rest of the fleet took the leeward passage only to find that they too had to
tack to navigate the narrows.
Eventually
we all
escaped the
narrows,
and the
spinnaker
home run to
the house
was
delightful.
The boats
were tied
up for the
night in a
safe berth
the reeds of
the Annagh
Jetty.

After a shower and polish up, a ‘Wag carrier’ arrived which brought us to Dinner in Dromod
where the Ireland Argentina match was served up as desert.
On the following day we started with a long breakfast of rashers sausages and eggs and toast
followed by the ‘Pansy Trophy’. See separate report in this newsletter.
We had one further race in a strengthening wind, which took us from Annagh Lake through that
narrows into the main lake, around an island or two. ‘”Is there a gap behind that clump of trees or
is the island the little clump of reeds in the middle of the lake?” ‘Tortoise’ with the benefit of ‘onboard’ legal advice, was the only boat which sailed the correct course, as she left both the
navigation mark and the island to starboard, and did so quicker that those who went around to
port and sailed a shorter distance by failing to round the navigation mark.
It was decided to postpone further racing because of strong winds and the need to load boats and
get home. We had lunch in the house, thanks to the Kilroys’ followed by prize giving with fun
prizes for all.
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The Wags at Boderg -reading from left to right:
Edward Sarratt (OOD), Guy Kilroy (Host), David McNeill (The old Sod) Jimmy Fitzpatrick,
Fitzpatrick Jnr., Alison Sarratt, Jackie Kilroy (Hostess), Kilroy Jnr., Fitzpatrick Jnr., Kilroy Jnr.,
David Sarratt, Geoff Sarratt (Captain), William Prentice, Noelle Breen, Chris Connelly, Vincent
Delany, Ros Dempsey, Con Murphy (Commodore), David McFarlane, Brian McBride (Hon.
Secretary), Sheila McNeill, Cathy Murphy (Lady Commodore.)
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VELA
Extract from a letter to her mother, written by Adela Geoghegan (nee Pye) in 1912
“On Saturday I went to see the Kennedys on my cycle & then went on to Kingstown to watch
Tommy helping to sail on one of the big boats. It is quite a short cycle from here & much nicer
than the tram. Yes, after mass & an early lunch we went for my first sail, & to my great
astonishment I was not a bit frightened! We left my hat in the boat house where Tommy (ed.
Geoghegan, her husband) changes*, & I put on various wool jackets we had brought, &
pretending not to mind in the least let the man row us** out to ‘Vela’; after some exploring
around the harbour, we went away out to sea, & to Dalkey, and I actually sailed the boat for a
lesson when we were near land. We only got back after seven, having refreshed ourselves with
tea and McElderry heaps of toast at the club.
Hearing there was a race at 11.30 this morning in Kingstown Harbour, Tommy after much
persuasion, got me to go, & we were just starting when Mr. Irwan^ hailed us from land & came
out, when I hastily departed to dry land, as I had no idea how to put up the spiniker(?)- they found
the race would be too long, so came back for me, and we went down the bay for a good sail. I
carefully wrapped up in a sail^^ to keep me dry as (Tommy) and I were going on to lunch at
Killiney. Mr. Irwin had ordered tea baskets for this afternoon and had asked his brother and sister
to join & meant to sail us down to Dalkey Island for tea. We rushed off to Killiney after rescuing
my hat, & had lunch with the Simms who have a big place there; after lunch many people came to
tennis, chiefly military people with rather plain wives, all very good style & very friendly”
*There were no ladies changing rooms in the Royal Irish YC at that time. It is alleged that if
womend desired to change their clothes, the boatmen would hold up a tent affair on the
balcony of the club behind which the women would go to change their clothes. Ed.
** All water wags were kept on moorings as the yacht clubs did not have suitable storage
space ashore. Ed.
^ Valentine Irwin was co-owner of ‘Vela’.
^^ Cotton sails failed miserably when used in this manner to stay dry.
Editor: Adela died in 1914.
NORTH SHANNON YACHT CLUB REGATTA
Dromod Thursday (8th. July 1927.)
This has been the first fine day of the North Shannon Yacht Club Regatta so far, and a moderate
breeze from the east combined with occasional intervals of sunshine, made it very pleasant for
racing. Apparently the larger craft are not coming up for the remainder of the regatta and will not
be seen till the Lough Ree Yacht Club’s fixture at Athlone next week. The numerous smaller
craft, however, made a very pretty picture in their several races.
In the races for Shannon one design class for the Antique Challenge Cup, Mr. Lyster’s No. 32
was a good winner from Mr. Levinge’s ‘Mame’, which led for the first round. Dr. Delaney’s
‘Kiwi’ was third.
Two further ties were sailed off for the Water Wag Challenge Cup. ’Pansy’ in each race being
successful. In the first race ‘Mary Kate’ gave her an exciting finish, coming in second six seconds
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behind the winner. ‘Moosmie’ was third, and ‘Amyl’ fourth. In the second race which was spoilt
by fluky winds, the finish was:- ‘Pansy’, ‘Amyl’, ‘Mary Kate’, ‘Moosmie’.
In the race for the Derrycarne Cup, Mr. A. Delaney sailed ‘Gaviotta’ well. ‘Kiwi’, Dr. Delaney
being second and ‘Ladybird’, Mr. Hogan, third from seven starters.
Editor: Mr. A. Delaney is our late President, Alfred, and Dr. Delany his father, Vincent.
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WATER WAG CLUB.

RACE NO. TEN

Editor: Alf maintained a diary of all his races during his long career sailing in the Water Wag
races in ‘Pansy’ and also in ‘Sara’ when ‘Pansy’ was out of commission.. This race was in 1947
Crew : Pat (Editor: Mrs. Patricia Delany, his wife and regular crew after 1943.)
Wind : S.E. light
Tide: 10.38pm Flood- moderate at start and got stronger as race progressed. During round II and
round III strong west run in fairway, and when outside west of ‘line’ E of line run not so fast
outside fairway. (Editor: the fairway was a passage unobstructed by moorings which was
parallel to the shore and approximately 100m offshore between the west pier and the Carlisle
Pier.)
Course: Port alternative. (Editor: there were two courses available to the O.O.D., The starboard
course and the port alternative.)
Start:. 3 Just to leeward of a mass of boats at weather end- a perfect start.
Race: Round I
3 had comfortable lead at west Navy mark (Editor: located under the car ferry car park.) but on
run to east pier mark 5 and 17 established overlap to leeward and took the mark. At Coal Harbour
3 closed up on 17 but on turn to windward again lost ground so 25 closed up.
Round II. 25 ran through lee to starboard. 25 tacked around Coal Harbour mark but 3 stood into
Fairway. On time to windward 23, 17 caught 5.
Round III on beat 23 passed 3.

‘PANSY’
CONTINUES TO MAKE MISTAKES
Mistakes:
1. Forestay probably too hard.
2. When passed by 5 and 17 should have hung on to them at all costs by:
a) tacking around Coal Harbour Mark,
b) Tacking around starting mark in spite of 17 having done so- this enabled 17 to pass 5. If
had been close enough at end of beat could possibly have turned tables on both.
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THE YACHTING CAREER OF R.S. CRESSWELL
By John Cresswell (his brother)
Probably his introduction to yacht racing was when as a small boy, he was a passenger in 25
footer “Punctilio” (owner J. B. Stephens) during a Dublin Bay Race. He passed the afternoon
below decks in the company of the paid hand, Alf Pitt- who never spoke to him.
Our father purchased in Bray, a rowing boat (approx. 16 feet long, very good lines, built in
Arklow) which he and a friend rowed from Bray to Coliemore Harbour with R.S.C. (still a small
boy) holding the rudder lines.
Between 1931 and 1939 he built (but did not quite finish) a twelve foot dinghy at home in
Dalkey. This he sold (unfinished) to Mrs. Maeve Boal who subsequently raced her under the
name “Miranda”.
With assistance from our mother and a sewing machine, he made a small sail for the above
mentioned rowing boat, and under sail in this craft he navigated the waters of Dalkey Sound and
Killiney Bay in rivalry with Terry Roche and others. They styled themselves the Royal Dalkey
Corinthian Sailing Club. He also equipped this boat with a lee-board.
In 1931 he had his first real experience of racing- as a member of the crew of DBSC ‘21 footer’
“Geraldine” (owner Dr. W.M.A. Wright, who sailed under the name William McDowell and who
was a founder member of Dublin Bay Sailing Club). Other members of the crew were a Mr.
Coldwell (not to be confused with the Pilkington ancestor Caldwell) who also was a founder
member of D.B.S.C., and Dr. Robin Wright (son of the owner). The paid hand was Ned
McDonald who refused to set the topsail “with that lot of a crew”.
For some seasons after 1931 he crewed regularly in DBSC ‘17 footer’ “Hera” (owner Alec
Nesbitt). The other crew member was the fabled ‘Tulip’ Newland. (Editors Note: ‘Tulip’
Newland was for many years record keeper for the Wag Club.)
In 1934 he voyaged from Dun Laoghaire to Holyhead and back in DBSC 17- footer “Eileen”
with Terry Roche (the owner) and John Conan. In the course of the return Journey he passed his
twenty first birthday somewhere in the middle of the Irish Sea.
He crewed occasionally in DBSC ‘21 footer’ “Estelle” (owner Frank Fitzgibbon).
In 1938 he crewed in the cruiser “Marama” (owner, Harald Osterberg); and in that year was one
of the crew of the Dragon “Alpa” (Paul Osterberg) and thereby came to represent Denmark in the
International Regatta on the Clyde.
In 1939 he crewed in 25 footer “Nepenthe” (owner T.A.W. Purefoy) and in her he took part in a
race in the Menai Straits which was the last occasion on which a DBSC ‘25 footer’ raced there
under gaff rig. (“Nepenthe” was afterwards converted to Bermudan rig.) In 1945 after the war,
he rejoined “Nepanthe” and was on board her when, during a race in 1946, she was rammed and
sunk by the cruiser “Blue Trout”.
In 1947 he joined the crew of DBSC ‘24 footer’ “Zephyra” (owner J.L. Crabbe) and he stayed
with he for the next 17 years. Therafter he was elevated to The Water Wags, and he and/or
Germaine have owned “Nesta”, “Alfa”, and “ Coquette”.
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As regards trophies, R.S.C. persists in modest reticence. With difficulty I have extracted from
him the following incomplete summary:
Arthur Newsom Memorial Trophy 1985 (or 1984). Helming “Zephyra”, he won the Wright
Salver in the Irish Cruising Club race to Isle of Man. Helming “Zephyra”, he won the Cruiser
Class at Kinsale Regatta in the early 1950’s. Helming “Zephyra”, he won the race to the Boyne,
to celebrate the opening of Boyne Yacht Club. He had many successes in The Water Wag Club
including winning the Jubilee Cup in 1967. He remained as President of the Water Wags from
1974 till his death.
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EDWARD HORACE WALPOLE
Harold Fletcher of the Botanic Gardens of Edinburgh tells of how he was asked to meet a ‘Mr.
Walpole of Dublin’. He was met by a short stocky gentleman with great charm and courtesy, who
advised that he owned a garden a few miles south of Dublin, in which he had been trying to grow
a few Eucalyptus. The result of this endeavor was described as being ‘encouraging’. Walpole
stated that he did not know a great deal about Eucalyptus. Fletcher and Walpole spent a couple of
hours together in the Botanic Garden library in which they grew in knowledge together and their
friendship was established. When Walpole departed, he invited Fletcher to visit his garden at
‘Mount Usher’ where he had a wall of Primula megaseaefloria a rare and tender primrose.
Some years later they met at The Royal Horticultural Society Gardens at Wisley. Fletcher
showed the visitor from Dublin the five year old ten foot high Eucalyptus of which he was very
proud. Walpole explained that the Eucalyptus in Mount Usher were planted in 1905 and were 100
feet tall by the mid 1950’s.
Walpole was a modest man who assumed credit for nothing. His garden had been founded by
Edward Walpole, Horace’s grandfather, maintained by his father and his uncles. However it was
the work of Horace himself which was reflected in the final appearance of the garden in its hay
day in the 1950’s.
Horace was born in 1880. He was not a man who followed fashion. He was content to be himself
and to indulge himself in the pursuits which he enjoyed, carpentry, reading, plants, and sailing
Waterwags. He was very proud of his garden. He died in December 1964.
Horace joined The Wag Club in 1909. He was the first owner of No. 1, ‘Wendy’ which was built
by J.E. Doyle in 1910. She sailed under a Black and yellow diagonal racing flag and later with a
yellow and black cross. She does not appear in club records after 1925. This boat was lost in a
storm.
He was the first owner of No. 22 ‘Saryalis’ (built by Michael Mahony in 1936), which her
retained until 1946. She sailed under a Black and yellow Horizontal racing flag. At the same time
he owned No.12 ‘Alfa’ from 1939 till 1946, which he loaned to Ian Mc, Ferran. She sailed with a
yellow and red vertical flag.




He owned of No. 28 ‘Kittiwake’ for a period.
He was President of the Water Wags from 1952 until his death in 1964.
Mrs. Walpole owned No. 10 ‘Dodo’ in 1938 now renamed ‘Sprite’

The Dictionary of British and Irish Botanists and Horticulturists contains the following entries:
‘WALPOLE Edward (died 1917)
Linen Merchant, With his brothers George and Thomas continued development of the garden at
Mount Usher in 1870’s begun by William Tighe in the early 18th. Century.’
WALPOLE George (died 1908)
Brother of Edward and Thomas Walpole and assisted in developing the garden at Mount Usher,
Ashford, Co. Wicklow.
WALPOLE Thomas (died 1911)
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Civil Engineer. Assisted his brothers Edward and George Walpole in development of garden at
Mount Usher, Ashford, Co. Wicklow.
WALPOLE Edward Horace ( 1880 -1964)
Linen Merchant. Son of E. Walpole. Had garden at Mount Usher, Ashford, Co. Wicklow.
Editors Note: The Walpole family shop was located in Suffolk Street and was a large store which
sold fabrics, particularly linen, and haberdashery.
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KILL TWO BIRDS…………….
I you want to wash your self and want to sail in Water Wag races, you can save money by buying
a dual purpose bath!

P.S. See report on Crom Castle Regatta………..
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S.V. LULWORTH.
In recognition of the hard work done by Wag crews, in
handling a difficult spinnaker, we ask them to think about the
crew of sailing vessel ‘Lulworth’.
She was built in 1920 to the design of Herbert W. White for a
wealthy owner Mr. R.H. Lee (no, not Reggie Lee.)
Originally named ‘Tepsichore’, she was sold in 1921 to
Herbert Weld Blundell who happened to live in Castle
Lulworth, so it was logical for him to rename her ‘Lulworth’.
She raced in the 1930’s as the largest gaff rigged yacht afloat,
weighing in at 185 tons displacement.
She was sold to Sir Mortimer Singer, the man who made his
money out of making Singer sewing machines. (which means
he was related to Isadora Duncan a.k.a. Mrs Singer, dancer!)
The yacht raced with a crew of 30, who were paid three
pounds a week during the sailing season. Due to the risks
involved, the mast headman, bobstay men, and lee runner men were paid an additional 25 pence a
week danger money. The reason why we draw your attention to this piece of yachting history is
that she fell on hard times, and the hull was used as a houseboat. In recent years the old hull was
rescued and restored and she now races on the Supercup circuit in the Mediterranean.
Her spinnaker is of the same
type as those flown by the
Wags, and is flown off a 72’
long spruce spinnaker pole.
The crew all wear
immaculate matching
striped shirts, manage to
control the 9,700sq. ft.
(900m.2) spinnaker. When
loaded up, the spinnaker
pole bends in a frightening
manner as the boat carves
along at 14 knots
downwind.
In 2006, the crew struggled
with the spinnaker. In 2007,
they have tamed it. Next
year they intend to attempt a
gybe. From the picture
above, it can be seen that
she is currently on the
wrong gybe compared with
the other boats racing against her, all of whom use modern asymmetrical spinnakers flown off the
bow without a pole.
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WAGS CAN FLY
We have been provided
with photographs by
Stuart McBean, who
took these pictures in
the National Maritime
museum in Falmouth,
Cornwall.
It appears that the boat
in the pictures is
‘Zander’, the last of the
Herne Bay (Kent)
Wags which was sailing
until the late 1990’s,
when the owner became
too old to maintain so
much bright varnish
work. ‘Zander’ was
built prior to the 1930’s
and forms part of the
National Small Boat
collection in the museum.
It should be noted that the Herne Bay Club modified the original double ender design with a
small bowsprit, which carried a jib, and a small
deck forward. The rudder was redesigned to extend
below the keel line as there was no need to drive
the boats up on the beach. This editor believes the
round of the bow below water level is too large a
diameter. For reasons unknown, racing was always
handicapped, and the local population watched the
racing with interest as most of the boats were
known by name.
Prior to presenting her to the Museum, ‘Zander’
was owned by John Fitt of The Brambles,
Hawthorn Corner, Herne Bay, Kent. He purchased
her in 1955.
John Fitt was also the proud owner of a more
recently built (about 1998) double ender waterwag
using glued plywood construction.
The boats in Herne Bay included ‘Psyche’,
‘Bluebird’, ‘Tishy’, ‘I’m Alone’, ‘Uncle George’,
‘Okey’, and ‘Pippin’.
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SAILING HAL SISK’S DOUBLE–ENDER ‘TWIST’.
When I heard that the Wag fleet was conserving its energy for the end of season event at Crom
Castle, I asked myself what should we do about
the Classic Boat Regatta at Lough Ree. Some
weeks before the event, I was in the Royal Irish
Yacht Club, with my elbow on the mantle piece,
when David Williams said that he was thinking
of bringing the ‘Colleen Bawn’ to Lough Ree
Yacht Club. I said that I would love to come
with him, to find out what a ‘stretched waterwag
keelboat’ was like. Subsequently in a
conversation with Hal, he advised that he would
be away in America with ‘Mollie Bawn’. And
asked if I would be interested in taking ‘Twist’
to the regatta.
‘Twist’, was built in Argentina, a country with a
long tradition of Water Wag sailing. Thomas
Middleton wrote in ‘The Badminton Library’ in
1894 that a fleet of double ender Wags was
sailing on the River Plate. ‘The ‘Yachtsman’
reported in 1905 that Wags were still racing in
the Tigre Sailing Club. ‘Twist’ is built
accurately to the lines as drawn by Thomas
Middleton in 1886. 13’-0” length overall, and
4’-10” beam. However, at water level the beam
is no more than 3’-0”. The rudder does not
extend below the keel to facilitate landing on
Killiney Beach. Her method of construction is
modern. She has no ribs, and the clincher laid
pine boards are glued together using modern
epoxy glues. This makes her considerably lighter than the original fleet of 1887. Furthermore,
she uses an aluminium centerboard, which is lighter than the original one inch thick boiler plate.
The lugsail are made from the original Lapthorn and Ratsey drawings with 75sq.ft. mainsail and
60 sq.ft. spinnaker (and only to be used before the wind, and in no case as a jib.)
Rigging a small boat like this should have been the simplest thing in the world, since she uses no
standing rigging, no side stays, and no forestay. The mast step is circular. Just plonk the mast in
the step and off you go.
However the hole in the thwart for the mast is keyhole shaped. Quickly you realize this was a
clever strategy to enable the cleat on the side of the mast to pass through the thwart. You then
rotate the mast so that if you accidentally capsize, the mast will be held in place by the cleat.
Once the mast issues are resolved, you hoist the mainsail. However the fall of the halyard must
pass through the keyhole before it is attached to the cleat. In reality it is quite difficult to hoist the
gaff high enough.
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Unlike the transom Waterwag the rig is a balanced lug with no jaws on the yard. There is a
bronze ring with a leather covering, similar to the Waterwag boom end fitting, which is attached
to the main halyard and which is dropped over the top of the mast, yard is clipped to a hook on
the ring. If the bronze ring is high enough on the mast, then the halyard is tight enough, and there
is no diagonal crease from the foot of the yard to the end of the boom, and the foot of the sail is
high enough to enable the crew to pass under it when the boat tacks
.
When all is rigged she is a
delight to sail, light on the
helm
(remember,
tiller
extensions have not been
invented yet!) and very
responsive. The mainsheet is
very direct, it runs from the
horse at the stern to a block
near the end of the boom and
back
to
your
hand.
(remember, rachet blocks and
jam cleats have not been
invented yet!) She does not
point quite as high as boats
with jibs. It is quite
astonishing how easily driven
the hull is with her narrow
beam when sailed upright.

The next lesson to be learned is tripping the lug. When you sail on any tack, it is more efficient to
sail with the yard to lee of the mast, so during (or after) a tack you should ‘trip’ the yard. This can
only be achieved by standing up in the boat and moving forward. It is at this point that you realize
that the boat is very unstable. Standing up moves the center of gravity above gunwhale level
which is intrinsically hazardous. Furthermore, because there is very little buoyancy in the fine
lines forward, the rudder lifts out of the water. Sometimes I decided that a minor inefficiency in
the rig is a more attractive option than a swim in murky brown water.
The next issue to address was the spinnaker. A very quick hoist is much safer because the rudder
is only out of the water for a very short period. However there is no requirement to stand during
the operation, which is a relief.
The spinnaker is basically similar to the transom wag spinnaker, however in the transom wag, if
you run the guy out, the pole hits the forestay and cannot move any further forward. In the
double- ender you have no such comfort, because there are no side stays or forestay. The
spinnaker sheet is quite stretchy (Terylene has not been invented yet). If you are sailing with the
spinnaker filling, the rope has a tendency to stretch, and this allows to pole to past the centre line
of the boat, and parks itself to lee of the mainsail where the sail is less than efficient.
Thank you Hal for the use of your boat.
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I am told that Hal is going to address some of the issues by putting a heavier centreboard in the
boat which will address most of the issues which make her challenging to sail.

16396459.1

45

Port Dickson (Reprinted from Yachting Monthly January 1931.)
An example of how popular a small sailing club can become is the Port Dickson Yacht Club. In
the tropics, where forms of amusement and recreation are limited, anything out of the ordinary is
all the more welcome. About two hundred miles north of Singapore, on the west coast of Malaya,
is a bay which measures about eight miles across as the crow flies. The southern point of this bay
is the headland known as cape Rochado, familiar to the navigating officers of steamers bound
from Europe to the Far East. The northern end is the small town and port of Port Dickson, with
the island called Palau Arang Arang just off it. The semicircular bay in between contains
beautiful stretches of sandy beach, behind which some thirty holiday bungalows have been built.
In almost the center of the bay is the port Dickson Club, a very popular little club which provides
tennis, bridge, billiards, and bathing, as well as the home illustrated papers, for its members,
resident and visiting. The hinterland is an expanse of well developed rubber estates with the town
of Seremban, the state capital just over twenty miles inland.
During the year 1927, a few enthusiasts found odd craft to sail in. the old harbour dinghy
appeared under sail. An old motor boat developed a false keel and sails, while two faster boats
were two Malay sampans, the one with a heavy centerboard, the other with a long, shallow, fixed
keel.
That was the beginning. In September, 1927, a meeting of people interested in the formation of a
sailing club was called. The attendance was sufficiently encouraging to elect an advisory
committee to consider the type of boat most suitable, and to draw up draft rules and bye-laws. A
few days before Christmas the Committee presented their report, which was adopted “in toto”.
The draft rules were adopted, and the sailing enthusiasts present, almost forty in number, duly
became founder members of the ‘Port Dickson Yacht Club’.
The boats recommended were similar in design to the Dublin Bay Water Wag class, to be built of
teak by the Chinese firm of Ah King at Hong Kong under the kind supervision of the Royal Hong
Kong Yacht Club.
The advisory committee recommended further, that all boats should be paid for in advance, with
the result that twenty one were ordered. The first batch of six arrived in June, and the last batch in
October 1928. It was very fortunate that these well-finished, copper riveted dinghies cost only
thirty pounds each: and so few who wished to enjoy this healthy and invigorating sport could not
afford a half share in a boat. One boat was bought by the club to be hired out at a very moderate
fee.
A boat house comprising two bays has been built adjoining the Port Dickson Club, with iron rails
down to the water, and trucks pulleys, and tackle for hauling up the boats to their berths.
The names of the owners would not be a matter of Interest, but the author considers that names of
boats are always interesting, and so he gives here the names which the sunburnt owners- English,
Irish, Australian and New Zealand- have given to their craft.:
Iris, Nercid, Wattle, Elizabeth, Weona, Wendy, Waless, Koringa (the club boat after the
nickname of the first lady member), Argo, Miranda, Marevi, Thos, Raina, Rama, Stella, Maris,
Barbara, Kittiwake, Grampus, Pippa, Gannet, and Corbie.
Club races are held on alternate Sunday mornings at 11, throughout the year. On other Sundays
there is either a cup or team race, or members arrange an unofficial race between themselves.
Standard club courses have been laid down, among the most interesting of which is a diamond
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shaped course, the diagonals and circumference of which are sailed. Although members are very
scattered, there are usually no fewer than twelve boats competing in every race.
It is very satisfactory that no boat is considered to have a greater turn of speed than any other, a
fact which seems more apparent in team races, where the more competent helmsmen are
concerned in the finish, no matter what boat they draw. The club burgee consists of a gold
seahorse with the initials P.D.Y.C. on a dark blue ground.
Editors Comment:
The boats were burned by their owners, towards the end of the second world war, so that they
would not be put to use by the invading Japanese troops.
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To: Minister of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources,
29-31 Adelaide Road,
Dublin 2.
Re: Dun Laoghaire Harbour East Pier Marina Developments
Dear Sirs
On behalf of The Water Wag Club, we wish to outline our opinion in relation to the new marina
development proposed by The Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company adjoining the East Pier of Dun
Laoghaire Harbour.
The Water Wag Club is a sailing Club which has been continuous active in the use of Kingstown/
Dun Laoghaire Harbour since the founding of our Club in 1887. The Club currently consists of
approximately 75 active members and 40 boats. (Water Wags).who race within the Harbour on
Wednesdays from April until September every year. Approximately half of these members are
members of the R. St. G. Y. C.
The Water Wag Club holds a unique place in the History of World Yachting, because the founder
of the Club devised the idea of ‘One Design Yacht Racing’ which has now become the norm
worldwide for all major events including all classes at The Olympic games.
We wish to make several observations in relation to the plans published on the Dun Laoghaire
Harbour Company Website.
1) The sailing area used by the Water Wag Club consists of the entire open area of the
Harbour excepting the areas where moorings are currently laid on the east bight, the area
behind the existing marina breakwaters and the area used by the sailing schools in the
west bight.
2) Under the published proposal, the effective width of the harbour will be substantially
narrowed. This reduction in area will make the harbour unsuitable for use by the boats of
our Club for yacht racing.
3)

The proposed access route from both the Royal St. George Yacht Club and The National
Yacht Club to the open area in the middle of the Harbour will involve passage along a
narrow fairway between the marina berths and the harbour wall. Due to the fact that the
prevailing sea breezes in summer blow from the east, there will be no wind available in
the proposed narrow fairway. As Water Wags do not carry engines, wind is our primary
means of propulsion. If the proposed marina is erected, it will not be viable to store boats
in the Yacht Clubs because the boats will have no means of reaching the open section of
the harbour. .

4) When the wind blows from the south east, the wind is funneled down the stretch of water
in front of the National Yacht Club between Berth 1 (East Pier) and Berth 2 (Carlisle
Pier). At the end of the Carlisle Pier, this wind can reach high speeds and be very gusty
which will be very dangerous for dinghies. In the proposed plan, this area of danger is to
become a narrow fairway. There is an unacceptable risk of dinghies capsizing in the area
off the end of the Carlisle pier unless the fairway is widened.
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5) We believe that the published plan meets the needs of mooring and storage of large stable
keelboats and motor boats which have the benefit of inboard or outboard engines. The
plan does not take into account the needs of sailing boats which use the wind for
propulsion and have no engines.
We believe that the plan would be less destructive if:
a) Two appropriately designed entrances were provided from the middle of the
harbour to the proposed marina area, one at the south end near the ferry terminal
and one in proposed location near the East Pier.
b) A breakwater were provided outside the mouth of the harbour in a location which
limits waves entering the harbour from the north, north east and north west. This
along with floating breakwaters within the harbour should be capable of
providing wave conditions within the harbour which would be appropriate for a
marina without recourse to erecting breakwaters walls within the harbour. If the
breakwater was provided at a suitable distance from the existing pierheads, it
would not represent an obstruction to the Irish Lights or to Commercial Stena
ships..
c) Serious consideration be given to the needs of dinghy sailors and the users of
small boats without engines (including junior sailors). By providing a safe
environment in which people can learn the art and technology of seamanship, the
level of skill among marina users would be far higher.
We summarise by asking that you do not issue a Foreshore License in respect of the proposed
Development until the needs and safety of all harbour users has been ascertained and
addressed.
Yours Truly
…………………………………………………………………………
The Water Wags.
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THE FINDLATERS.
Extracted from ‘The Findlaters’ the story of a Dublin Merchant family 1774-2001
‘Herbert was born in Dublin in 1873, Educated at Strangeway’s School and Trinity College,
Dublin. He qualified as a Solicitor in Sir William Findlater’s office. He attended Findlater and
Empire Theatre Board meetings as the family solicitor. He was a member of The Royal Irish
Yacht Club, and was an accomplished amateur actor. Like his brothers he was a keen sportsman
and a founder member of Monkstown Hockey Club in 1895. He married Evelyn Thompson in
1904.’
‘The declaration of war in August 1914, was a signal for an extraordinary outbreak of selfsacrificing patriotism, a great rallying of those who were loyal to the empire. For most Irish
Protestants, the reaction was visceral and instinctive’.
‘ …..Herbert enlisted- a Trinity graduate and practicing Solicitor – despite being forty two, and
married with two young sons.’
‘Fate had earmarked ‘D’ company for participation in one of the most ill-judged ventures of the
war, the attempted invasion of Turkey through Gallipoli. The war on the western front, on a line
from the English Channel in the north, running hundreds of miles to the alps in the south east,
was in stalemate. Neither side was able to dislodge the other Winston Churchill, then thirty-none,
and First lord of the Admiralty, entranced by what he later called the ‘soft underbelly of Europe’
proposed to attack the Germans from the east and to split their forces by moving up the Danube
Valley from the Black Sea the plan was to land the British, French, Australian and New Zealand
units on the Gallipoli Peninsula’.
‘Among the men who followed the major was Lieutenant- Colonel Herbert Findlater and his
platoon………’
‘Herbert Findlater was in a bayonet charge made by two other platoons on August 16th. Only four
men returned and they said that he and all the others had been killed.’
‘Dermot’s interests were not confined to hockey. He was a member of the Royal Irish Yacht Club
and during the 1930’s raced the Water Wag ‘Alfa’ (the brand name used by Findlaters for many
of its products). His uncle Herbert had been a member of the Water Wags in 1899, though
probably as a crew rather than skipper as he did not have his own boat. ‘Alfa’ was built in 1932,
after the original one-design plans had been lost, and models had to be re-created from scratch.
Several other Wags were subsequently built from these moulds. The boat was a good one, and
under other owners appeared regularly in the prize lists.’
“Dr. Alf Delany recalled to me:
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“Myself and my crew were in the Swallow Class, chartered to the Irish Yachting Federation by
the late George O’Brien Kennedy, a distinguished Irish yacht designer. We were advised to bring
‘our welcome’ as there was still food rationing in England. We sought advice from your branch
in Wicklow Street, where we were customers. We lived in Clontarf and they delivered all our
household requirements, what a wonderful service we got in those days. I was a good hockey
playing friend of your father’s, playing together in Three rock Rovers. Anyhow, I sure that he
was consulted on what we should bring with us to England. We were foot passengers on the
‘Munster’ to Liverpool, and made the rest of our journey by rail, laden down with the following:
2 lbs. Butter;, 2lbs. Sugar; 3 dozen eggs; 1 tin marmalade; 5 lb. Caerphilly Cheese; 2 boxes
Three County Cheese; 1 tin Jam; 1lb. Gold Grain Biscuits; 1 tin Oval Tin Captain; 500
cigarettes; 5lbs Chocolates; 3 Bottles Spirits; 5 tins meat; and 3 tins milk. And the total cost
came to ten pounds thirteen shillings. In addition to all thiswe set off with 2 dozen bottles
Whiskey, compliments of ‘Jem’ Sullivan who was a reserve crew’. Jem’ was a wine merchant
with Turbett’s, better known in the trade as Desmond. Alas, the British customs would have none
of it, they considered one case sufficient, and consigned the other back to Dublin! Remember,
whiskey in those days was packed in heavy wooden crates, none of your easy to carry six bottle
cardboard boxes of today. As for the sailing, well, let us say we have sailed better, having no
previous experience in the type of yacht sailed!”
THE COMMEMORATION SHELL CASE.
The Water Wag records include a curt letter to the Secretary of The Wag Club dated 27th. July
1920 from Alex Findlater and Co. Ltd. of Upper Sackville Street in which the writer, W. Findlater
states ‘ I find that my brother Herbert was killed at Gallipoli on the 16th. August 1915.
A further letter of 29th. July 1920 from Hubert Burke reads as follows:
‘I have great pleasure in giving you the particulars asked for in your letter. My brother’s name
was Eual, his regiment the 5th. Brigade of Connaught Rangers, he was killed in action on the 21st.
of August 1915 at Kahu Kahu, Gallipoli. May I take opportunity of thanking the members of The
Water Wag Club for having subscribed and presented a trophy to be raced for by the class, which
my late brother took so much interest and pleasure in.’
A quotation dated 18th. December 1919 was sent to Kingstown to The Ministry of Munitions of
War, Surplus Government property Disposal Board, for the following goods:
2 No. 13 pounder MkII Cartridge case (empty) at 4s./4d.each.
2 No. 3 inch 20 cwt. Cartridge case (empty) at 7s./8d.each.
1 No. 75mm Mk.1B Cartridge case (empty) at 3s./10d.each.
The Ministry of Munitions of War, Surplus Government property Disposal Board, Queen’s
Palace, Earls Court wrote on 16th. February 1920 to the Secretary of The Wag Club Mr. Arthur
Snow, at Montpelier Place, Blackrock enclosing an Acceptance of Tender for Purchase form and
requesting payment of a Bankers Draft in the sum of £1.7s.0d. and indicating that the goods
would be available at C.A.C. Woolwich Arsenal.
It was agreed in correspondence that the Box of goods would be ‘Consigned to J.N. Hall Esq. C/o
W+R Jacob and Co. Ltd, Dockhead, London SE1.
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In the letter from Snow to the Section Director, Ministry of Munitions it was stated ‘If possible, I
would prefer that the contents should not be marked on the outside of the boxs goods of this
nature are greatly in demand in Ireland Just at present.
A receipt from S.H. Waterhouse Goldsmith, Silversmith , Jeweller etc. of 24, 25 & 26 Dame
Street dated January 4th. 1921 in the sum of £11.15s.4d was paid n respect of ‘Naval shell mount
with silver mounts, also copper plinths for same, engraving and finishing.’
The following was subsequently written into The Rules of The Water Wags:
(In memory of J.S. Burke, Herbery Findlater and Frank Marrable, Members of the Water Wags,
who gave their lives in the Great War 1914-18)
Three races will be sailed each season for this trophy which will be held for the following year by
the Owner who secures the highest marks in those races on the basis of 3 marks for a first, 2 for a
second, and 1 for a third. Provided that an Owner who wins any two of such races shall be
declared the winner.
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PORTRAIT OF A SEASON – 1913
Through the kind gift of Robert Walpole of Waringstown, County Armagh there are a number of
printed programmes in the Wag archives from the early years of the twentieth century. The
programme for 1913 is of particular interest as pasted on its back are reports from the Irish Times
for each Wag race for that season.
From the programme we learn that 12 Wags were in commission. They were:
Racing No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
10
14
15
16
17

Boat
Wendy
Tomboy III
Pansy
Vela
Mollie
Daisy
Madelaine
Irene
Phyllis
Moosmie
Amorelle
Coquette

Owner
E. H. Walpole
B.Barrett & R. Donnelly
J. H. Hargrave
V. Irwin & T. Geoghegan
G. P. Meldon
H. B. Golding
G. E. Nesbitt
S. T. Robinson
G. A. Newsom
C. D. Harris
J. T. Wigham
G. H. Jones

Flag
Yellow and Black Horizontal.
Red, Yellow, Black Horizontal.
Red, Black Horizontal Bar.
White and Black Vertical.
White, Green star.
Red, and green Horizontal.
Black, White circle.
Light Blue.
Black and light blue, Vertical.
Red and Blue Vertical.
Green, White Maltese Cross.
Yellow, Black Ball.

Sixteen races were scheduled to be sailed. Starting on Saturday 19th April and ending on
Wednesday 30th July. The first two races being on Saturdays and the remainder being on
Wednesdays with a race also on Whit Monday. The first gun on Saturdays was fired at 3.45 p.m.
and on Wednesdays at 6.30 p.m.
The usual course was from Victoria Wharf, later known as St. Michael’s Wharf, the start line
being between the lamppost on the Wharf’s western corner and a buoy off its western end. From
there the course went to the hauling buoy off the Coal Harbour, to the hauling buoy near the
mouth of the Harbour and to the hauling buoy at the eastern end of Victoria Wharf or, if a port
course were set, the reverse course was sailed. The officer of the day indicated the direction of the
course by flying either a green or red flag from the lamppost; the course being chosen to give the
maximum windward work. Normally three rounds were sailed. Races were sailed for special
prizes, awarded to the first boat across the line, and for club prizes, awarded on the basis of
handicaps.
The level of publicity which the class received was remarkable. Not only did the Irish Times
publish the reports, which are re-produced below, but on the day of each race a note appeared
advising the occurrence of the race. For example, in the Irish Times for Wednesday 14 May 1913
the following appeared in the yachting column under the heading ‘The Water Wags’: “The usual
Wednesday race will be sailed around the Kingston Harbour this evening. First gun 6.30 p.m.
Phyllis (scratch) allows Coquette 1 min., Vela 2 mins., Pansy, Daisy, Madeleine, Moosmie and
Amorelle 4 mins., Tomboy and Irene 6 mins.”
Reading the programme and the race reports you get a sense of continuity. Racing was principally
on a Wednesday evening, sailed inside the harbour with, judging by the reports and the times,
good close racing. Perhaps most remarkably of all, six of the boats then racing, are still racing
today (Tomboy, Pansy, Vela, Phyllis, Moosmie and Coquette). The reports instance marks hit
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(then an incurable foul leading to disqualification) and, surprise, surprise, a race lost to a
spinnaker under the bow – plus ça change. Enjoy the read.
William Prentice
3rd May 1913
It was in a measure difficult to realise that one was assisting at the opening of the sailing season
on Saturday so cold and cheerless was it at Kingstown, and so keen was the quality of the northwest breeze. Yet it was only by accident as it were, that a beginning had not been made a
fortnight earlier for twice the weather had occasioned a postponement of the first of the Wag Club
races, so that Saturday’s match was in reality the opening of a season, belated, as far as the wags
were concerned, by a couple of weeks. Indeed the unseasonable weather has left its mark in more
ways than one, for while it has delayed actual racing, it has also retarded the work of fitting out,
and it is only a semblance of the full yachting fleet which has yet taken up moorings in
Kingstown harbour for the season. Under the circumstances, then, the turn out of eight boats for
Saturday’s match was a creditable one, and, as it happens they made quite an interesting race. The
start was at 3.50 p.m., and with the starboard course the fleet had accordingly a beat across the
line at gunfire. Amorelle was the first to break the line, with Madeline next, and then Phyllis, but
Wendy and Coquette who came fourth and fifth, were to weather of the leaders, and also of Vela,
Irene and Tomboy who brought up the rear. Turning to windward down the fairway, however,
Phyllis worked into the lead, and at the Coal harbour she led Amorelle and Coquette. From here it
was a free wind to the outer hauling buoy, the majority carrying spinnakers to port, and then, after
a gybe, it was a reach with the wind on the starboard hand to the jetty buoy. Phyllis, luffing too
sharply round the latter mark, almost let Amorelle into the lead, but the former was still nicely to
windward at the end of the round, where the order was Phyllis, Amorelle, Coquette, Tomboy,
Madelaine, Vela, Irene, and Wendy. On the second round Coquette worked past Amorelle, but at
its close she was badly hampered by a cruiser coming into her moorings, and from this on Phyllis
had the race secure, and finishing 35 seconds ahead, won the special prize – a spinnaker –
presented by Messrs. Perry and Co. Tomboy and Irene gave up on the last round and the finish
was:
Helmsman
Phyllis (winner) – Mr G. A. Newsom
Coquette (1st Club Prize) –Mr G. H. Jones
Amorelle (2nd Club Prize) – Mr J. T. Wigham
Madelaine (3rd Club Prize) – Mr G. E. Nesbitt
Vela – Messrs Irwin and Geoghegan
Wendy – Mr E. H. Walpole
Irene – Mr S. T. Robinson
Tomboy – Messrs Barrett and Donnelly
Mr H. R. Newland was officer of the day.

H. M.
4 30
4 31
4 32
4 32
4 33
4 33
Gave up
Gave up

S.
36
11
3
56
6
10

7th May 1913
Yesterday evening the first of the mid-week matches of the Wag Club, and incidentally the first
handicap race of the season, was sailed round the port course in Kingstown Harbour. The race
formed the first tie for the Buckingham Cup, as well as carrying the usual club prizes, and it
brought out a fleet of nine boats. There was a nice sailing breeze from the south-east at starting
time, 6.40pm, and this lasted throughout giving a good testing beat on the final leg of each round.
Coquette was smartest away at gunfire, with Amorelle under her lee, and then Madeleine, Mollie,
Vela, Phyllis, Tomboy, Irene and Wendy, in the order named. It was a broad reach to the first
mark, and afterwards spinnakers were carried to port to the hauling buoy, and following another
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reach to the Coal Harbour mark, there came the turn to windward up the fairway. Phyllis and
Coquette were here well ahead, and at the end of the round the order was Phyllis, Coquette, Vela,
Madeleine, Mollie, Tomboy, Amorelle, Wendy and Irene. There was a considerable stringing out
of the fleet on the second round, during which Wendy gave up, but the order of the leaders
remained unchanged save that Mollie worked past Madeleine into fourth place. The last-named,
however, regained her position on the last round, and the finish was as under, Phyllis winning the
tie for the Buckingham Cup, while first and second club prizes went to Vela and Madeleine on
handicap:
Helmsman
Phyllis (winner of tie) – Mr G A Newsom
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Vela (1st prize) – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Madeleine (2nd prize) – Mr G Starkey
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Amorelle – Mr J T Wigham
Tomboy – Messrs Barrett and Donnelly
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Wendy – Mr E H Walpole
Mr H R Newland was officer of the day.

(H’cap)
(scratch)
(scratch)
(3 mins)
(3 mins)
(3 mins)
(2 mins)
(3 mins)
(3 mins)
(3 mins)

H M
7 21
7 22
7 23
7 24
7 25
7 25
7 26
7 27
Gave up

S
55
13
43
42
2
50
52
21

14th May 1913
The muster of eleven boats for last evening’s Wag Club race was the largest so far of the season,
and practically represents the full strength of the club. As it happened, however, the match did
not carry with it any special prize, being merely a handicap for the usual prizes; but already the
keenness of the leading division in the competition for marks is apparent, and the race was most
interesting in consequence. With a fresh northerly breeze, the punt course was the one sailed,
and, though this gave all running and reaching for the first round, which took in the East Pier
mark, on the subsequent rounds there was a turn to windward to the Hauling Buoy. In a close
start Irene, Coquette, Amorelle, Phyllis, and Madeleine were smartest away, but Irene was early
in the leading position, and from this to the finish was never overhauled. There was, however, a
great struggle all through for second place between Amorelle, Madeleine, and Phyllis, who
maintained the order mentioned till the last round when Madeleine cut out the other pair, and
finished ahead. Coquette as it was, took the winning gun by over two minutes from the second
boat but on the handicap the prizes went to Wendy, Madeleine and Amorelle. The finish was:Helmsman
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Madeleine (2nd prize) – Mr G Starkey
Amorelle (3rd prize) – Mr J T Wigham
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Wendy (1st prize) – Mr E H Walpole
Vela – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Tomboy – Messrs Barrett and Donnelly
Mr H R Newland was officer of the day.
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(H’cap)
(1 min)
(4 mins)
(4 mins)
(scratch)
(4 mins)
(6 mins)
(2 mins)
(5 mins)
(6 mins)
(6 mins)

H M
7 22
7 24
7 24
7 24
7 25
7 25
7 26
7 26
7 27
Gave up

S
7
16
28
30
40
55
19
19
31

55

21st May 1913
Ten boats started in last evening’s race for the “Mollie” Special Prize for the first boat home, club
prizes being allotted on handicap. They were given the port course, with the nice south-west
wind, and at 6.40 were sent away with an excellent start. Tomboy was the leader over the line,
with Coquette, Phyllis, and Madeleine next, and they were running and reaching until they made
the outer hauling buoy where they came on a wind. It was a stiff beat in, and at its close
Madeleine was in front. At the finish of the round she led from Tomboy, Coquette, Phyllis, and
Vela, the rest being tailed off. Phyllis and Amorelle were flying protests. On the beat on the
second round Madeleine dropped astern in a marked degree, and at the close of the round
Tomboy, Coquette, and Vela were the first three. The last round made no change in the order of
the leaders, and the finish was:Helmsman
Tomboy (winner) Messrs. Barrett and Donnelly
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Vela (2nd club prize) – Messrs Irwin and Geoghegan
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Mollie (1st club prize) – Dr G P Meldon
Madeleine – Mr G Starkey
Wendy – Mr E H Walpole
Moosmie (3rd club prize) – Mr C D Harris
Daisy – Mr H B Golding
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

H’cap
(6 mins)
(scratch)
(2 mins)
(scratch)
(4 mins)
(1 min)
(2 mins)
(4 mins)
4 mins)
(2 mins)

H M
7 22
7 23
7 24
7 24
7 24
7 24
7 25
7 26
Gave up
Gave up

S
42
45
13
21
30
32
55
44

28th May 1913
Light weather yesterday evening more or less spoiled the usual mid-week race of the Wag Club at
Kingstown. At starting time there was just an air from south-east, but later this backed and
veered in tantalising fashion with the result that the race was sailed in a series of puffs and flaws
which fluctuated between south-east, north-east, and south-west. Eleven boats started at 6.35pm,
Tomboy, Madeleine, Wendy and Coquette being leaders away. Commencing with a run to the
Coal Harbour, it was afterwards a case of working to windward on the following two legs of the
course, and at the close of the round Mollie came out with a lead from Coquette, Amorelle,
Madeleine, and Tomboy. This order received a big shaking up on the next round in the fluking
airs, and when next at the line Madeleine was leading with Coquette in second berth, and then
Amorelle, Madeleine and Tomboy. This order received a big shaking up on the next round in the
fluking airs, and when next at the line Madeleine was leading, with Coquette in second berth, and
then Amorelle, Mollie, Moosmie, Phyllis, Irene, Wendy, Tomboy and Daisy, the last-named far
astern. There was a slight improvement in the breeze towards the finish, and with the tail of the
fleet first to feel this there was a general closing up all round, and much further chopping and
changing of positions. Madeleine, however, succeeded in holding her position to the winning
line, but on handicap the prizes went to Irene, Amorelle, and Wendy, respectively. The finish
was:Helmsman
Madeleine – Mr G Starkey
Mollie - G P Meldon
Amorelle (2nd prize) – Dr J T Wigham
Wendy (3rd prize) – Mr E H Walpole
Irene (1st prize) – Mr S Robinson
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
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H’cap
(1 min)
(2 mins)
(3 mins)
(3 mins)
(6 mins)
(3 mins)

H
7
7
7
7
7
7

M
58
58
58
58
59
59

S
27
30
33
55
11
20

56

Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Tomboy – Messrs Barrett and Donnelly
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Daisy – Mr H B Golding
Vela – Messrs Irwin and Geoghegan
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

(scratch)
(3 mins)
(1 min)
(5 mins)
(scratch)

8 0 23
8 0 36
8 0 40
not timed
gave up

4th June 1913
Eleven boats made up the fleet for yesterday’s Wag Club match for the “Vela” prize, and, with a
nice breeze from south-east, the race proved an interesting one. Its chief feature was the beat up
the fairway at the close of each round, for with the port course, the one used, it was all reaching
and running on the other legs. Starting at 6.35pm Moosmie, Phyllis, Coquette and Irene were the
leaders away, and, though there was some changes in the order when off the wind, it was on the
beat that the fleet received the real shaking up. At its close Phyllis was well in front of Amorelle,
and the order of the others was Coquette, Wendy, Vela, Madeleine, Mollie, Moosmie, Irene, and
Daisy, Tomboy having given up. On the next round Madeleine worked past Vela, Wendy, and
Coquette, and took third berth, but this she subsequently lost again to Coquette on the final round.
Phyllis, however had something of a runaway victory at the finish, and so took the special prize
for the first boat across the winning line, being over a minute ahead of Amorelle; while Coquette,
finishing third, took first club prize on handicap. Madeleine, who was fourth, fouled the buoy at
the outer end of the winning line, and thereby put herself out of the race. The finish was:Helmsman
Phyllis (winner) – Mr G A Newsom
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham
Coquette (1st club prize) – Mr G H Jones
Vela – Messrs Irwin and Geoghegan
Wendy – Mr E H Walpole
Mollie (3rd club prize) – Dr G P Meldon
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Daisy - (2nd club prize) – Mr H B Golding
Tomboy – Messrs. Barrett and Donelly
Madeleine – Mr G Starkey
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

H’cap
(1 min)
(scratch)
(1 min)
(scratch)
(1 min)
(2 mins)
(2 mins)
(2 mins)
(5 mins)
(3 mins)
(1 min)

H M S
7 21 20
7 22 49
7 22 58
7 23 56
7 24 12
7 24 39
7 24 56
7 27 8
7 27 19
gave up
fouled mark

11th June 1913
A fresh breeze from the westward of sound quality made for a fast-sailed race round the starboard
course in Kingstown Harbour last evening. It gave, too, a beat up the fairway on each round, and
with running and reaching on the other legs, there was a turn at all points of sailing. The race was
the second tie for the Buckingham Cup and there were eleven starters at 6.35pm. Madeleine
leading across the line, with Phyllis and Coquette as the next pair, and then Vela, Daisy, Irene,
Moosmie, Wendy, Mollie and Tomboy. At the close of the turn to windward with which the race
opened, Madeleine finished up with a nice lead, and she drew away still further on the subsequent
run, with spinnakers to port, to the Outer Hauling Buoy and reach shorewards to the Jetty Mark.
Before this Daisy had fouled a mark, and Amorelle had also dropped out, the order at the close of
the round being – Madeleine, Vela, Phyllis, Moosmie, Coquette, Wendy, Mollie, Irene and
Tomboy. On the second round during which Irene gave up, Phyllis and Coquette worked into
second and third place respectively, and on the beat up the fairway the last time there was a keen
duel between Madeleine and Phyllis for the lead. The former, however, took the Coal Harbour
Buoy still ahead, and then seemed to have the race secure, but at the close of the run to the Outer
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Mark she had trouble with her spinnaker, which got under her bows, and before she could clear it,
was passed by both Phyllis and Coquette. The misfortune to Madeleine gave Phyllis the race, and
by winning on this occasion her owner makes the Cup his own. The finish was:Helmsman
Phyllis (winner) – Mr G A Newsom
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Madeleine (2nd prize) – Mr J Starkey
Moosmie (1st club prize) – Mr C D Harris
Wendy – Mr E H Walpole
Vela – Messrs Irwin and Geoghegan
Tomboy (3rd prize) – Messrs. Barrett and Donelly
Daisy – Mr H B Golding
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

H’cap
(scratch)
(scratch)
(4 mins)
(5 mins)
(4 mins)
(3 mins)
(6 mins)
(5 mins)
(2 mins)
(3 mins)
(5 mins)

H
7
7
7
7

M
15
15
16
16
17
7 17
7 19
gave up
gave up
gave up
gave up

S
12
26
53
59
31
48
2

18th June 1913
There was rain yesterday evening at Kingstown, and with it little wind, there being merely the
lightest of breezes from the south-east. The Wag Club match for the week was that most
interesting one, the annual “ballot” match, in which the owners draw for the boats they are to
steer, and for this there was a fleet of ten starters. With the prevailing wind, the port course gave
all reaching and running in the earlier stages, but at the close of each round there was a beat up
the fairway and this was the testing portion of the course. At the start, at 6.40pm, Amorelle,
Phyllis, Vela, Mollie and Irene were leaders away, but at the close of the first round the order was
– Phyllis, Millie, Amorelle, Vela, Coquette, Daisy, Irene, Wendy, Madeleine and Moosmie, the
last-named far astern. From this on, the real interest lay in the close struggle which ensued
between the leading pair, Phyllis and Amorelle, for the latter took second place early on the next
round and at its close was to weather of Phyllis, and less than a length astern. Immediately
afterwards she took the lead, but Phyllis was close on her heels till rounding the Coal Harbour
Mark for the last time, when she fouled the mark, and put herself out of the race. This left
Amorelle an easy winner, and the finish was:Helmsman
Amorelle (winner) – Mr G H Jones
Daisy (2nd prize) – Dr J Wigham
Coquette (3rd prize) – Mr G A Newsom
Vela – Mr E H Walpole
Wendy – Mr F Marrable
Mollie – Mr C D Harris
Irene – Mr T Geoghegan
Madeleine – Dr G P Meldon
Moosmie – Mr S Robinson
Phyllis – Mr G Starkey
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

H M
7 35
7 36
7 36
7 37
7 39
7 39
7 41
7 41
Gave up
Gave up

S
5
3
48
5
8
16
5
14

25th June 1913
The match for the “Coquette” special prize was sailed last evening in a light north-west breeze
round the starboard course in Kingstown Harbour. There were twelve starters at 6.40pm.
Tomboy, Coquette, and Amorelle being leaders away on the beat to the coal harbour.
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Subsequently Vela was in front, and then Coquette, but Tomboy regained the lead on the last
round, and the finish was:Helmsman
Tomboy (winner) – Messrs. Barrett and Donelly
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Amorelle (2nd club prize) – Dr J T Wigham
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Vela (3rd club prize) – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Wendy – Mr E W Walpole
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Madeleine – Mr J Starkey
Pansy – Mr J H Hargrave
Daisy – Mr H B Golding
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

(H’cap)
(8 mins)
(4 mins)
(6 mins)
(scratch)
(7 mins)
(7 mins)
(7 mins)
(9 mins)
(5 mins)
(5 mins)
(7 mins)
(9 mins)

H M S
7 39 56
7 40 2
7 40 10
7 41 11
7 41 47
7 44 15
7 44 38
7 45 30
7 46 0
7 47 16
7 47 57
not timed

8th July 1913
After being twice postponed, the first race on the Wag Club programme was sailed off last
evening round the port course in Kingstown Harbour in a light breeze from the north-west.
Twelve boats started at 6.40pm, Wendy slipping away at once with the lead on the reach to the
East Pier mark, and being followed across the line by Amorelle, Pansy, Irene, and Vela with the
rest in close order astern. A couple of boards on the wind fetched them round the first mark and
to the Hauling Buoy, where they carried spinnakers to the Coal Harbour, and later on the leg up
the fairway. At the close of the round Wendy led from Coquette, Phyllis, Pansy, Vela and
Amorelle, the fleet having already a long tail, but beating for the outer mark this time Coquette
when to the front, and from this on held a winning lead. There were some changes in the order of
the others too and on the handicap the prizes went to Wendy, Pansy and Moosmie in the order
named. The finish was:Helmsman
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Wendy (winner) – Mr E W Walpole
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Pansy (2nd prize) – Mr J H Hargrave
Moosmie (3rd prize) – Mr C D Harris
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham
Vela – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Madeleine – Mr J Starkey
Daisy – Mr H B Golding
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

(H’cap)
(2 mins)
(7 mins)
(scratch)
(7 mins)
(5 mins)
(2 mins)
(4 mins)
(7 mins)
(8 mins)
(5 mins)
(9 mins)

H
7
7
7
7
7

M
46
46
48
48
48
49
7 50
7 50
7 53
gave up
gave up

S
1
55
20
26
40
56
9
44
7

10th July 1913
Though there was not much weight in the northerly breeze at Kingstown last evening, it was a
nice enough wind for the wag class, and the twelve starters in the usual mid-week handicap of the
club made a pleasant, if not particularly interesting, race of it. Sailing the starboard course, there
was only a minimum of beating, a short and long leg on the stretch between the Coal Harbour and
outer marks being the only windward work. For the rest, it was all reaching and running, and
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after Tomboy, Moosmie, Phyllis and Madeleine had been leaders away in a crowded start,
Tomboy and Coquette had drawn well clear of the others at the close of the opening reach up the
fairway. Afterwards the pair had it all to themselves, for they were always widening the gap
between them and the rest of the fleet, while Coquette in turn steadily drew away from Tomboy.
On the handicap, however, she had to allow the latter 2 minutes, and the interest lay in seeing
whether she could do so. As it was, she succeeded with half a minute to spare, while Tomboy
also allowed their handicaps to the rest for the second prize. The finish was:Helmsman
Coquette (winner) – Mr G H Jones
Tomboy (2nd prize) – Mr B Barrett
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Madeleine – Mr J Starkey
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Irene (3rd prize) – Mr S Robinson
Pansy – Mr J H Hargrave
Daisy – Mr H B Golding
Vela – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Wendy (winner) – Mr E W Walpole
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

(H’cap)
(2 mins)
(4 mins)
(scratch)
(4 mins)
(3 mins)
(2 mins)
(6 mins)
(8 mins)
(4 mins)
(9 mins)
(4 mins)
(3 mins)

H M
7 24
7 27
7 28
7 29
7 30
7 30
7 30
7 31
7 31
7 34
Gave up
Gave up

S
37
7
37
42
13
29
58
23
27q
48

10th July 1913
The first of the ladies’ races of the Wag Club was sailed last evening round the starboard course
in Kingstown Harbour. Five boats started at 6.35pm, and the finish was:Helmsman
H
Madeleine (winner) – Mrs Nesbitt 7
Amorelle (2nd prize) – Miss Drury 7
Vela – Mrs Geoghegan
7
Phyllis – Miss Nugent
7
Mollie – Miss Meldon
7
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

M
12
15
18
18
30

S
42
25
19
30
55

16th July 1913
Yesterday the first tie for a Cup presented to the Wag Club, to be raced for on similar conditions
as the Buckingham Cup recently won outright by Mr G A Newsom, was sailed round the
starboard course in Kingstown Harbour. There was a light breeze from the south-west at starting
time (6.35pm), but this steadily improved through and at the close there was quite a nice sailing
wind. It was, however, a bit tricky at all times, and on the turn to windward up the fairway, with
which the race opened, there were many puffs flying about. In a crowded start the order away
was – Phyllis, Tomboy, Irene, Wendy, Pansy, Coquette, Vela, Moosmie, Millie, and Daisy, but
Wendy at once shot out into the lead, with Pansy on her weather. The latter took the Coal
Harbour Mark ahead, but when off the wind, as the subsequently were on the other two legs of
the course, Coquette drew to the front, and at the end of the round the order of the leaders was :Coquette, Pansy, Phyllis, Moosmie, Wendy and Tomboy. From this on, Coquette gradually drew
away to establish an overwhelming lead, and it was curious to note, considering the nature of the
sailing, how the fleet became strung out in the subsequent rounds. Pansy and Phyllis, however,
were always in second and third berth, and while Coquette won the tie for the Cup, Pansy secured
first club prize on handicap. The finish was:-
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Helmsman
Coquette (winner of tie) – Mr G H Jones
Pansy (1st club prize) – Mr J H Hargrave
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Wendy – Mr E H Walpole
Tomboy – Mr B Barrett
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Vela – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Mollie (3rd prize) – Dr G P Meldon
Irene – Mr S Robinson
Daisy (2nd prize) – Mr H B Golding
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

(H’cap)
(scratch)
(6 mins)
(2 mins)
(5 mins)
(3 mins)
(5 mins)
(6 mins)
(8 mins)
(8 mins)
(11 mins)

H
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

M
24
25
26
26
27
27
28
29
30
32

S
6
50
12
58
28
34
25
32
26
17

17th July 1913
The second of the ladies’ races of the Wag Club was sailed yesterday at Kingstown, round the
starboard course. The westerly breeze gave a turn to windward on the first round, and afterwards
a run and a reach on the remaining legs of each round. The start was at 6.35pm. The finish was:Helmsman
H M
Madeleine (winner) – Mrs Nesbitt 7 17
Amorelle (2nd prize) – Miss Drury 7 18
Vela – Mrs Geoghegan
7 22
Mollie – Miss Meldon
25
Phyllis – Miss Nugent
gave up
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

S
31
37
17
58

28th July 1913
Having once fallen through owing to lack of wind, the Wag Club had better luck at their second
attempt to sail off the match for the captain’s prize, there being a light, but steady, breeze from
the northward. The conditions of the race made only such boats eligible for the special prize as
had not previously this year won a “special” but there was also a handicap for club prizes, and
altogether there was a fleet of twelve starters. Sailing the port course the windward work came
early on each round, for once the Hauling Buoy had been fetched it was all running and reaching
to the line. Starting at 6.35pm, Moosmie was first away, with Pansy next, and then Coquette,
Phyllis, Wendy, Irene, Madeleine, Tomboy, Mollie, Vela, Amorelle, and Daisy in the order
named. Early in the race Coquette worked to the front, and coming to the close of the round held
a nice lead, but apparently having fouled a mark she gave up at this point, leaving Moosmie once
more in the lead, with Pansy, Mollie, Phyllis and Madeleine as the next four. Subsequently
Phyllis drew up into third place, with Wendy fourth, and from this on the order of the leading
division was Moosmie, Pansy, Phyllis and Wendy. Ultimately Moosmie took the special prize by
a good margin, while the club prizes on handicap went to Wendy, Irene and Pansy. The finest
was:Helmsman
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Pansy (3rd club prize) – Mr J H Hargrave
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Wendy (1st club prize) – Mr E H Walpole
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham

16396459.1

(H’cap)
(5 mins)
(2 mins)
(2 mins)
(4 mins)
(6 mins)
(3 mins)

H
7
7
7
7
7
7

M
28
30
30
30
34
35

S
46
17
18
43
49
7
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Vela – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Irene (2nd club prize) – Mr S Robinson
Tomboy – Mr B Barrett
Daisy - Mr H B Golding
Coquette – Mr G H Jones
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland

(6 mins)
(8 mins)
(3 mins)
(6 mins)
(scratch)

7 35 12
7 35 17
7 35 37
7 36 58
fouled mark

30th July 1913
The final race on the Wag Club programme was sailed last evening round the starboard course in
Kingstown Harbour. There was a light breeze from north-west at starting time, but this later
veered a point or two and freshened a trifle on the last round. The start was at 6.35pm, when
Coquette, Mollie, Amorelle, Pansy, Vela, Phyllis, Irene, Madeleine, Moosmie, Wendy and Daisy
got away in the order named. They had a beat up the fairway, and afterwards a reach to the
Hauling Buoy, and a run shore wards with spinnakers to starboard, Coquette being ahead with a
nice lead at the close of the round. Vela was now second followed by Phyllis, Pansy, Mollie,
Amorelle, Madeleine, Tomboy, Moosmie, Irene, and Wendy, Daisy having given up. There was
a considerable shaking up in the order on the next round, during which Pansy took second place,
and towards the finish the fleet was well strung out, Coquette, however, held her lead throughout,
and finished well ahead, but on the handicap Vela took first prize and Irene second. The finish
was:Helmsman
Coquette (3rd prize) – Mr G H Jones
Pansy – Mr J H Hargrave
Phyllis – Mr G A Newsom
Vela (1st prize) – Messrs. Irwin and Geoghegan
Tomboy – Mr B Barrett
Irene (2nd club prize) – Mr S Robinson
Amorelle – Dr J T Wigham
Moosmie – Mr C D Harris
Mollie – Dr G P Meldon
Wendy – Mr E H Walpole
Madeleine – Mr J Starkey
Daisy - Mr H B Golding
Officer of the day – Mr H R Newland
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(H’cap)
(scratch)
(scratch)
(1 min)
(6 mins)
(3 mins)
(5 mins)
(5 mins)
(1 min)
(6 mins)
(scratch)
(5 mins)
(8 mins)

H M S
7 50 56
7 52 1
7 53 41
7 55 5
7 55 17
7 55 41
7 56 32
7 57 8
7 57 47
7 58 30
Gave up
Gave up)
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